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MESSAGE FROM THE COMMODORE

CHICAGO YACHTING ASSOCIATION
By Commodore Sandra Smith

I

60th anniversary

t has been three years since I was elected and installed as
Commodore of the Chicago Yachting Association. Two of the
years were planned and the third year, well. All in all, I have
enjoyed serving as Commodore.

Upon taking office, I wanted to develop a program sponsored by
the Chicago Yachting Association that would focus on children of all
colors who would not necessarily have access to the lakefront and
or boats. This program was very successful, the two years we were
able to have it, brought over 125 children to the lakefront where
they enjoyed boat rides, lunch, and book-bags filled with school
supplies. The children came not knowing what to expect but left
with a new outlook on becoming future boat owners. I hope the
Chicago Yachting Association will continue this program. In order
for boating to continue to be a successful recreational sport, we
need to get our younger generation interested in boating.

This year will go down in history as being a difficult year for
everyone in the world. Covid-19 has changed/affected our lives in
so many ways: our personal lives, our jobs, social events, etc. At the
beginning of the boating season we did not know if there would
be a boating season this year. I was asked by Scott Stevenson, VP
of Westrec, to be a part of a task force to work on putting together
rules and regulations to present to the Mayor of Chicago that the
Chicago Boaters would adhere to during the boating season in
order to get the Harbors open so that our season would not be a
complete loss. After months of preparation, the recommendations
were presented to the Mayor and the Chicago Park District. The
recommendations were accepted. On June 22nd the harbors were
finally able to open and the 2020 boating season began. Even
though there were several restrictions we had to adhere to, such as
the number of people allowed on your boat, no dock gatherings and
not being able to raft off in the playpen, we were still able to enjoy
our shortened boating season. I am looking forward to getting back
to some type of normalcy in the years to come.
Over the last three years, I have really enjoyed serving as
Commodore of the Chicago Yachting Association. During this last
year we could not do the things we were able to do in the past,
like our annual Commodore’s Cruise, our annual CYA Celebration
and just being able to have our monthly CYA board meetings. Even
though we were not able to meet monthly, thanks to technology,
we were still able to conduct business and move forward with our
organization.

I want to thank
Randall Schmidt,
Vice Commodore,
for his tireless
effort to get certain
Sandra Smith, Commodore
issues taken care
of and corrected. I
appreciate you for making sure our monthly Bridge meetings and
Board meetings stayed on track by allowing CYA to use your Zoom
account. Thank you for your advice and your assistance. I wish you
the best of luck as you take the Chicago Yachting Association to the
next level.

To La Rue Watson, Rear Commodore, even though we were not able
to have the annual Commodore’s Cruise, you have continued to be
by my side, and I thank you from the bottom of my heart.
To James Caldwell, Treasurer, thank you for your support and I
wish you much success as you continue your journey in the CYA.

To Scott Gordon, Secretary, the newest member of the CYA Board
thank you for accepting the position and for your dedication.

To the two Past Commodores Walter Lisowski, and Casey Chlebek,
thank you for your dedication, advice, and service.

To Past Commodore Betty Lerner and Chuck Goes, thank you for
your continued dedication with the Yachting in Chicago Magazine. I
know this year was difficult, but because of your hard work we were
able to continue this annual publication.
And to my two advisors, Past Commodore Walter Vartan and Past
Commodore Scott Baumgartner, thank you both for always being
there for me, providing guidance when needed. I really appreciate
you both.

Again, it has been my pleasure serving this wonderful organization.
I pray for its continued success and I will always cherish the
memories and friendships I have made.
See you on the water soon.

Sandra D Smith
Commodore, Chicago Yachting Association
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PUBLISHER’S NOTE

Randy Schmidt,

Betty Lerner
Publisher / Editor-In-Chief

“When the world is running down, you make the best
of what’s still around.”		 - Sting
That is what our members have done, pivoting to the positives
within and around them. As you read thru this year’s edition
of Yachting in Chicago, you will see that our members made
the best of what was around. In addition, you will see that we
have much to be thankful for at this special time of the year.

From our First Responders who put their life on the line
everyday helping others, to our doctors, nurses and support
staff who tirelessly care for the ill, to our beloved teachers who
have adjusted and sacrificed providing education for our children,
we thank you.
To my team thank you for your devoted time ensuring
Yachting in Chicago is the best, always. Randy Schmidt,
Jane McMillan and Chuck Goes – you are shining
assets of the Chicago Yachting Association.

I send my deepest gratitude and appreciation to all of our
contributors for their valued support and a special thank you
to Scott Stevenson of the Chicago Harbors for his letter and
sharing Yachting in Chicago with the Chicago Harbor System.
To the CYA Bridge, my sincere thank you for the privilege
of allowing me to produce this beautiful chronicle.
Take care and stay safe,

Betty Lerner

Publisher/Editor in Chief
YACHTING IN CHICAGO

To Advertise In Yachting In Chicago
847-997-8522 | Info@Yachtinginchicago.com
www.yachtinginchicago.com

Chuck Goes, Staff Photographer

Editor & CYA Vice Commodore

& CYA Director of Communications

Liz Benedetto,

Jane McMillan,

Randall Schmidt started boating on
Lake Michigan in 1981. Since then,
he has been a very active member
of the boating community. He is a
member, past commodore (20002001), and current Judge Advocate
of the Diversey Yacht Club; a
member of the Chicago Yacht Club
and Vice Chair of its Power Fleet
Committee; the President of the
Chicago Sportfishing Association;
and a member of America’s Great
Loop Cruising Association. He
and his wife, Kristin Berg, have
extensively cruised Lake Michigan
and completed the Great Loop in
2013-14. When not boating, Randy
is a Clinical Professor of Law at the
University of Chicago Law School
where one of the classes he teaches
is Admiralty Law.

Art Director + Graphic Designer

Founder + Creative Director of
Ashby (A Creative Laboratory),
Liz specializes in brand identity,
graphic design and photography.
At Ashby, the creative process is
about meeting passionate people;
learning about what inspires them
and then collaborating to create
visually engaging experiences.
The goal is to help each client
envision their potential, articulate
their purpose + create visually
engaging experiences.

LizBenedetto@Elizabeth-Ashby.com

www.Elizabeth-Ashby.com
773.428.6474
Hosted By
Digital Interplay

Charles “Chuck” Goes’ earliest
memories are of spending
Saturdays on the water, growing up
in a sailing family. Chuck joined the
Belmont Yacht Club in 1995 and
has served in most every position
including Commodore (20062007). He has also been active with
Chicago Yachting Association for
many years and worked on Yachting
in Chicago since 2007. He has
also served on the board of Lake
Michigan Sail Racing Association
for the last 10 years where he is
IT Director and Race Management
Chair. He is also a certified Race
Officer for US Sailing and works on
many races and regattas. He is also
active with boating activities in the
St. Petersburg, FL area during the
winter months. When not involved
in boating activities, Chuck still
runs his own Web Hosting/Design
business, Digital Interplay.

Racing Editor

Jane McMillan bought her first
boat on Lake Michigan thirty years
ago and became active in boating
competitions. In her career, she
began in education and the arts
but got embroiled in the newly
expanding personal computing
industry while getting her PhD at
Northwestern. She spent the last 20
years of her career in networking
and internet protocol, acquiring
several top-level certifications and
publishing extensively in the field.
It was a natural progression to
working on the Yachting in Chicago
magazine where she now focuses
her talents specifically on the
season’s race results.
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M

uch like everything else
in the world in 2020, the
COVID-19 pandemic greatly
impacted the Chicago boating season.
The season began late and was coupled
with restrictions for beaches, vessels
and passengers. These restrictions,
however, did not lessen the amount of
marine distress calls that the Chicago
Police Marine Unit received. The
following still unfortunately occurred
despite the pandemic: numerous
drownings, vessel accidents and vessels
sinking.
In order to decrease the amount of
vessel accidents and distress calls,
the Chicago Police Marine Unit
recommends that all boaters take a
boating safety class. Learning how to
read a chart and learning navigation
rules can help prevent accidents on
the water. Further, the Marine Unit
stresses how imperative it is that
all passengers wear a lifejacket on
the water. Our officers can attest to
the amount of lives saved by simply
wearing a lifejacket.

2020 yachting in chicago

With unprecedented high water levels,
it is important to remember that high
winds can quickly create waves that
wash over piers or jetties. These waves
can easily sweep individuals into the
water. The high water levels further
make it increasingly difficult to see
break-walls that are typically observed
well above the water. Several vessels
struck the submerged pier just south
of Navy Pier (Dime Pier) this season,
even with the presence of numerous
marker buoys to warn boaters of the
submerged dangers of the pier.
The Chicago Police Marine Unit
continued its partnership this season
with the United States Coast Guard
with several operations focusing
on illegal charters. Several vessels
were given citations by both the US
Coast Guard and the Chicago Police
Department during these operations.
Illegal charters pose a safety risk to
all passengers, which was highlighted
most recently when an illegal charter
began taking on water in the popular
“Play Pen” anchorage area of Lake

Michigan (near Ohio Street and Lake
Shore Drive). There were not enough
lifejackets for all passengers on this
particular vessel. Fortunately, several
rescue patrols responded quickly to
the marine distress call to help secure
the vessel and bring the passengers
safely to shore.
In closing, the Chicago Police Marine
Unit would like to recognize the
following retirees: Marine Officer
Jack Hayes, Marine Officer Kevin
Williams, and Sergeant Joseph Keeter.
Congratulations on retirement and
thank you for your service to the
boating community and the city of
Chicago.

Chicago Fire Marine & dive operations
The Mission of the Chicago Fire
Department’s Marine & Dive
Operation Unit is to handle all fires,
search & rescue operation and EMS
Emergencies in the great City of
Chicago.

This year has been one of the
busiest seasons for the Fire
Department. COVID 19 has been in
the forefront of everyone’s minds
and the safety of residents in
Chicago comes first. The Chicago
Marine & Dive Operations Unit,
as well as the rest of the Fire
Department, has a proud tradition
of serving Chicago 24 hours a day,
365 days a year. The hard work of all
the men and women of Chicago Fire
Department in this extraordinary
time shows how dedicated we are to
the protection and safety of our city.
The Fire Department stands ready
at all times to assist anyone in need.
In the spring of 2021 the Marine &
Dive Operation Unit will be adding
a new vessel to our resources. In
addition to this new vessel, training
will continue. Most recently we have
completed several NASBLA training
operations. We have updated and
upgraded our training and Response
Operation with all of our divers,
boats and helicopters. We continue
working and training tirelessly with
the United States Coast Guard, Park
District Lifeguards and Chicago
Police Marine Unit to provide the
best safety and security for our city.
We are always proud and willing to
serve our great City. Never hesitate
to call and remember “We are there
when you need us”.

2020 yachting in chicago
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Coast Guard Auxiliary in 2020
By Thomas Mullally, Commodore, U S Coast Guard Auxiliary 9th Western Region

I want to share with the Chicago yachting and boating community
how the Coast Guard Auxiliary has today’s youth involved, the
Coast Guard Auxiliary’s Diversity Mission and how COVID-19 has
affected the Coast Guard Auxiliary.
BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA SEA
SCOUTS AND U.S. COAST GUARD
AUXILIARY PARTNERSHIP
Late last year, the Coast Guard Auxiliary
signed a Memo of Understanding in
partnering with Boy Scouts Sea Cadet
Youth Program. After a Standard Operating
Procedure was issued and appointments were
made, the new initiatives were under way.
Both organizations are devoted to boating,
safety skills, and seamanship. The
Sea Scouts focus on sailing skills and
seamanship as a vehicle for leaderships
and confidence building. The partnership
aligns the similar objectives of both
organizations. Once an Auxiliarist has
completed the Boy Scouts of America
(BSA) adult leadership courses, youth
protection and boating qualifications, active
engagement between Auxiliarists and Sea
Scouts can begin.
The Sea Scout Ships, much like troops
in BSA units, engage with existing Coast
Guard Auxiliary units, called Flotillas. In
some cases, new ships will be created as a
result of the partnerships. It is expected that
membership will increase for Boy Scouts
of America Sea Scouts and the Coast
Guard Auxiliary as a result of this dynamic
arrangement.
8
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COVID-19 has restricted much of the inperson activities, relying on virtual training
and online meetings. We maintain contact
via telephone and e-mail to help nurture
this important endeavor. BSA and USCG
AUX are excited about this program as our
youth are our future.

COAST GUARD AUXILIARY
DIVERSITY
Our Mission in Diversity is to Recruit, Train
and Retain. COVID-19 has hampered
our ability to follow our Diversity Mission
as in-person meeting is a primary way
we develop our prospective volunteers/
members. Local, community relationships
are a key component of all our activities
and a means of building awareness of the
Auxiliary and our missions. We understand
the need to stay safe and healthy for
ourselves, our families, and the public. Our
engagement with the recreational boating
public has suffered significantly at this time.
We are, however, diversifying the ways we
reach out to and connect with our local
communities and the boating public.
The Coast Guard Auxiliary does not
discriminate based on race, color, religion,
sex, age, national origin, or disability. Any
person interested in joining the Coast
Guard Auxiliary is encouraged to learn

more about the variety of activities in
which the Auxiliary is engaged through
our website (http://cgaux9wr.com), or by
contacting a local flotilla and completing a
membership application.
The more Diversity in our membership,
the more outreach the Auxiliary has to the
variety of communities around us. Often,
people feel more comfortable approaching
someone who can relate to their culture,
beliefs or disciplines than approaching
someone who doesn’t understand the
nuance of their culture and background.
The Auxiliary also strives to reflect all
the wonderful people and cultures that
comprise the United States of America.

THE IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON THE
COAST GUARD AUXILIARY
As you have all experienced, COVID-19
turned the world upside down. The U.S.
Coast Guard Auxiliary, following the U.S.
Coast Guard’s motto of Semper Paratus
(Always Ready), found itself charting new
ways to serve the boating public. As with
many things in life now, we have gone
Virtual! Here are some of the exiting new
opportunities that the Auxiliary is providing:
 irtual Vessel Safety Checks
V
Via various web conferencing platforms
or video chat, Auxiliarists are now doing
vessel safety checks (VSCs) from home.

(Article continued on page 38)

Coast Guard members
don personal protective
gear to prepare for illegal
charter operations on the
waterfront.

MST2 Stamates and LT Ault conduct a
foreign vessel inspection. Despite the
COVID-19 pandemic the Coast Guard
remains committed to ensuring safety
of those on the water.

UNITED STATES

COAST GUARD

Keeping the navigational waterways and ports safe isn’t only up to
law enforcement – the Coast Guard Investigative Service (CGIS) relies
on you to provide tips on suspected crime and threats.
That’s why CGIS has launched CGIS Tips, a web-based and mobile means to
submit tips anonymously to CGIS criminal investigators.
What kinds of tips should I report: Any felony level violations to include: sexual
assault and/or abuse, rape, battery, homicide, aggravated assault, larceny, drug
trafficking, environmental crimes, terrorism, search and rescue hoaxes,
procurement fraud, suspicious activity, etc.
Download the CGIS Tips app from your mobile provider’s marketplace.

Coast Guard member CWO
Davis inspects firefighting
drills during a New to Zone
inspection of CHICAGO’s
EMERALD LADY on the
Chicago River.

You can also use this QR code to quickly access CGIS Tips
using your smart device.
For more information about CGIS, visit our website at:
https://www.uscg.mil/cgis

The new CGISTips app provides an anonymous way to report crimes
on the water.

CYA GALA

In 2019 the Chicago Yachting Association celebrated 60 years of existence.
In past years we celebrated the end of the boating season by having
a Chicago Yachting Celebration. In 2019 we decided to have a 60th
year anniversary Gala. The event took place on the Spirit of Chicago on
December 5th.
We were scheduled to leave the Pier at 6:45 sharp and return by 10:00.
Unfortunately the weather on this day did not cooperate; the winds were
extremely high; and it was raining and cold. There were several guests
that came to the event but could not board because the ramp to the boat
was too unstable. There were others that were able to board, but due to
motion sickness had to leave.

The highlight of the evening was me having the honor to present the
Yachtsman of the Year award to my friend Capt. Toby Lindo. Toby was very
excited about receiving the award, and during his acceptance speech, he
gave a little bit of history on his boating journey and he thanked the CYA
for awarding him the honor of being Yachtsman of the Year of the Chicago
Yachting Association.

Before the evening ended, the majority of the guests were up on the dance
floor, rocking, and swaying with the movement of the boat and just having
a really great time. Thanks to the committee for working hard to make this
a memorable event.
Sandra D Smith
Commodore, Chicago Yachting Association
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Going into 2020, we expected that record high lake levels would be our
greatest challenge in the Chicago Harbors. How wrong we were. The
combination of the COVID-19 shut-down of the Lakefront and the civil
unrest in the city have resulted in a most difficult year for all of us in the
boating community. We are all ready to put 2020 behind us and gear up for
a full season in 2021.

In mid-March of this year, it became apparent that the pandemic would have
a significant impact on the Chicago Harbors and the 2020 boating season.
To deal with this, we put together a task force made up of representatives
from both local and national boating groups to try to mitigate the impacts
on Chicago boating. During the early months of the pandemic, the Task
Force met weekly to discuss the impacts of the crisis and to recommend
solutions to the State of Illinois, the City of Chicago and to the Chicago Park
District.
Some of the significant activities included:

Recommendations on vessel passenger limits and COVID policies to
local and state agencies. In late April, the State of Illinois adopted the Task
Force’s recommendations and put them into effect state-wide. A special
thanks goes to Lou Sandoval for his invaluable help in communicating with
state and city officials throughout the Spring and early Summer.

Frequent updates to Chicago boaters through social media and emails.
We are grateful to Matt Knighton for crafting the messaging strategies, to
Kurt Lentsch for facilitating communication through Chicago Boaters, and to
Sandra Smith for working with the yacht clubs in Chicago. This was a team
effort.
Creation of the “Boater’s Pledge” which resulted in over 4,700 individuals
pledging to obey the COVID-19 rules for boating in Chicago.
Recommendations for how to open the Chicago lakefront, including the
harbors to the Mayor’s Office and to the Chicago Park District. The harbors
opened on June 22, 2020.
Recommendations to the Chicago Park District about policies, including
the credit for dockage from May 1st to June 22nd. This was adopted and
announced just prior to the June 22nd opening.

Reminders about the importance of obeying the COVID rules during the
boating season and communication about closings during demonstrations
near the Lakefront.
Despite the difficulties with COVID, we still had a very active boating season
in June, July and August of 2020. It was gratifying to see so many boaters
acting responsibly and enjoying our wonderful Lakefront.
I am grateful to each of the committee members and harbor staff who
contributed to the task force’s success. Going into 2021, we recognize
that we will likely still be dealing with the effects of COVID-19 during the
summer months. We plan to reconvene the Task Force this winter to look at
issues for 2021. We are looking forward to an exciting and enjoyable 2021
boating season and will continue to update boaters on any new health and
safety policies as they become available.

CHICAGO HARBORS
COVID-19 TASK
FORCE.
Scott Stevenson,
Chairman, GM of the Chicago Harbors
and Executive VP of Westrec Marinas

Lou Sandoval,

Commodore of the Chicago Yacht Club

Sandra Smith,

Commodore of the Chicago Yachting
Association

Gary Feracota,

President of the Chicago Harbor
Safety Committee

Kurt Lentsch,

Administrator of the Chicago Boaters
Community Group

Edwardo Beltran,

Licensed Captain and Sergeant
on the Police Marine Unit

Jill Sims,

Great Lakes Policy and Engagement
Manager at NMMA

Enza Montano,

Board Member at the Association
of Marina Industries

CHICAGO HARBORS
SUPPORT STAFF:
Matt Knighton,

Communications and Social Media
Management

Jay Korn,

Administration Manager

Ben Alden,

Operations Manager

Here’s to a better 2021 season!
Cheers,

Scott Stevenson
GM Chicago Harbors and
Executive VP of Westrec Marinas
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RAINBOW RACES
INC. MADE WAVES
THIS YEAR!

Photo credit: Dan Gardner

Photo credit: David Travis

Despite the pandemic forcing Rainbow Races Inc. to cancel their
first scheduled event, the Red Ribbon Cruise, which was to be
done in conjunction with both Jackson Park Yacht Club and AIDS
Foundation Chicago, we were still able to salvage part of the
season, and had a first!
Rainbow Races Inc. hosted in the first Pride Boat Parade to
celebrate diversity and inclusion. As the parade began, and vessels
saw us and heard us on the radio, we kept hearing, “HOLD ON!
We’re coming too!” and our parade grew in a very grass roots
way to 15+ boats of all sizes and types, all sporting their Rainbow
Flags. As we passed by the Play Pen, and South Monroe, we were
greeted by cheers from anchored vessels, and waves from on
shore onlookers. We hope to replicate this again next year and
expand on it!

In conjunction with Belmont Yacht Club and Jackson Park Yacht
Club, Rainbow Races Inc. was able to organize the second annual
Rainbow Regatta Chicago. Conditions were challenging with
large swells and lots of breeze! The race garnered 12 registered
vessels for a fun, casual afternoon race around the northern cribs.
Special thanks to Janet Hansen, and the RC team from Jackson Park
Yacht Club, and Vince Malina of Belmont Yacht Club for providing
the RC boat. This year’s regatta was dedicated to the memory of
12
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Capt. Brian Wiles, an ardent supporter of equality, ally to the LGBTQ
community, and whose passion for sailing was unrivaled. Sadly,
Brian lost his life weeks before the race was to start, leaving leaders
at Rainbow Races Inc devastated by his tragic untimely departure.
In the spirit of Rule 1.1 of the Racing Rules of Sailing, Rainbow
Races Inc. led the sail community in a mask/PPE drive that brought
together most of the clubs, nearly all major sail makers, Weather
Mark Tavern, and various maritime institutions. Together, on
behalf of the Chicago Sailing community with the leadership and
hard work of Jackson Park Yacht Club’s Master Seamstress Leslie
Travis, Rainbow Races Inc. distributed over 10,000 pieces of PPE
to our brave front line workers.

Rainbow Races Inc. was proud to have been featured on WGN,
Chicago’s Very Own, and in sailing magazine Scuttlebutt this year.
This spotlight has given us a greater presence in the LGBTQ sail
community that we did not expect. So far, we have been contacted
by sailors from around the world wanting to join the cause for
equality in sailing. For more information about this organization,
to donate, or be involved, email info@rainbowracesinc.org or visit
us on the web: www.rainbowracesinc.org. Fair winds and following
seas, until next year.

DIVERSITY CALL TO ACTION TO
CHICAGO BOATERS
Originally issued by the Jackson
Park Yacht Club Foundation on
July 27, 2020, on the
101 year anniversary of the
1919 Chicago race riots

JPYC Foundation -- Session 2 -- Bug Rally on Lake

O

ver 2 million people live in Chicago, yet
over 800,000 Chicagoans, many of them
low-income children of color, have never even
seen Lake Michigan, let alone been on a boat.
The Jackson Park Yacht Club Foundation (JPYC
Foundation) sees maritime activities as one way,
though it should not be the only way, to address
Chicago’s, boating’s, and especially the sport of
sailing’s, racial and economic disparities.
In the city where one of the largest and most
violent race riots, the Chicago race riots of
1919, started on the water on the South side of
Chicago, it’s particularly incumbent on Chicago
area boaters to remember our city’s tragic history
regarding access to the Lakefront, privilege and
race. A total of 38 people – 23 black and 15 white
– died during this week-long period from July 27
to August 3, 1919. Over 537 people were injured,
and approximately 1,000 to 2,000 people lost
their homes.

JPYC Foundation -- Session 2 -- Bug on Lake

This prolonged conflict arose from the murder of
Eugene Williams, an African-American child, who
inadvertently drifted into a white swimming area
at an informally segregated beach near 29th
Street. One white beachgoer, indignant at this
affront, began hurling rocks at Williams, causing
him to drown. The official coroner’s report
cited that Williams drowned because the stone
throwing kept him from coming to shore.*
* Ready to Explode: How a Black Teen’s Drifting
Raft Triggered a Deadly Week of Riots 100 Years
Ago in Chicago, William Lee and E. Jason Wambsgans,
Chicago Tribune, July 21, 2019.

JPYC Foundation’s mission is to provide outreach,
education, training, support and resources to
engage young people and adults in boating
and other activities on and around the water,
including non-traditional participants in boating
activities. By connecting people to Lake Michigan
– one of Chicago’s greatest free assets for public
enjoyment – we are changing both our nation’s
history of slave ships in the 1600s forcibly
bringing African Americans to this country in their
holds, and our city’s history – where for decades
African Americans were not allowed by the Park
District or the city to access the Lakefront.
Our Open Horizons Youth Sailing Program – a
subsidized 2-week sailing camp that teaches
youth, who otherwise might never have the
opportunity to be exposed to sailing, teamwork,
resilience and other life skills – not only connect
young people to sailing, but uses it as a fun,
challenging way to embrace education, including,
maritime arts, ecology, literature, poetry and
Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math
(STEAM). Through sailing we literally open youths’
horizons and help them to navigate a new course
in their lives using a sport that can provide lifechanging opportunities that extend beyond sailing
such as college admittance, first jobs and careers.
We are proactively dismantling racism, in society,
boating and the sport of sailing, by building a
pipeline of African American instructors and
sailors of color who – this time around – will be
steering the ship instead of being cargo in its hold!
We are and will continue to do our part. Now we
are calling upon the extended boating community
in Chicago to do its part.
Social and racial equity will not come without
intentional responses by the entire boating
community. We have both the ability and the
obligation to bring about change. Doing anything
less is being silent, complacent and continuing to
contribute to the systemic racial inequities that
have been the Achilles heel of our society, the
boating community and the sport of sailing.

Join us in our efforts to dismantle racial
inequity and change the color of boating by
considering how you can:
• Provide funding to support black and brown
teens to become junior sailing and boating
instructors and inspirational examples for
younger sailors/ boaters; staff should reflect the
diversity of the children we should be engaging
in maritime activities. If you do not know where
to donate, you can consider donating to JPYC
Foundation’s pipeline program.
•
Incorporate curricular lessons on diversity,
empathy, implicit bias and racial equity, so
that all boaters, young and old, boys and girls,
white, black and brown, understand their
responsibility for social justice and racial equity
in our society and in our boating community.
• Connect with diverse boaters in Chicago and
around the world who can be role models for
all our young boaters, but especially young
sailors/boaters of color so they see people like
them thriving in our boating community.
• Create a Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Committee
to discuss ways that we can educate our
community and empower our youth boaters of
color on and off the water.
•E
 xtend the influence of your organization to
support facilitators and remove barriers for
boaters of color when participating with other
boating groups (e.g., yacht clubs, high school/
college sailing teams, fleets) and events such
as regattas and clinics.
Only by acting together can we ensure that
all Chicagoans have access to and enjoy our
great Chicago Lakefront. And if we can achieve
diversity, equity and inclusion on the water – then
we can certainly achieve it on land.
We look forward to your actions.
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JUDD GOLDMAN ADAPTIVE SAILING PROGRAM

T

his year marked the 30th anniversary of
our nonprofit, learn-to-sail program for
the physically disabled. The family of the late
Chicago businessman and sailor Judd Goldman,
who himself suffered from a disability, founded
the Judd Goldman Adaptive Sailing Foundation
(JGASF) in Judd’s memory in 1990. JGASF, a
public/private partnership with the Chicago Park
District, established a similar arrangement in
2013 with north suburban Lake Forest, IL.
Annually, over 1,000 people experience the
enjoyment of adaptive sailing at the Judd
Goldman Adaptive Sailing Program (JGASP) at
both the Judd Goldman Sailing Center, Burnham
Park Harbor, Chicago and at Lake Forest.
The adaptive program consists of specially
designed sailboats that allow participants, no
matter what their disability, the opportunity
to “take the helm”, rather than just being a
passenger. The fleet, the largest in adaptive
sailing, numbers some twenty-one sailboats, plus
several support/safety boats. Both individual
and group lessons are taught by trained US
Sailing certified instructors. Some of the groups
that participate are from Shirley Ryan Ability Lab
Caring for Kids, United Cerebral Palsy and World
Sports Chicago.
Besides adaptive sailing, the JGASF also supports
the Judd Goldman Junior Sailing Program (JGJSP).
This program teaches sailing to at-risk, innercity youth from 8-12 years of age. Located in
Humboldt, Garfield and Columbus Park Lagoons,
over 200 eager children sail each year in JGJSP
pram sailboats. The concept is unique because
it brings the program to the neighborhood rather
than the neighborhood to the program. Like the
adaptive program, the goal is to help develop
self-esteem and independence.
In the spring, we host an Open House to
prospective sailors. People are able to meet
the instructors, familiarize themselves with the
special adaptive equipment, and take a short
sail followed by a complimentary lunch. Over
325 people attend this event.
16
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2019 Annual JGASP Open House

The Judd Goldman Adaptive Sailing Program,
besides learn-to-sail lessons, offers seamanship
classes, racing clinics and regattas. Cruises
are popular, as well as Movie Nights under
the stars at the Sailing Center. Racing
program participants compete in the Season
Championship Series, with races like the Jackson
Park Yacht Club’s Freedom Cup and the Annual
Goldman Cup. The John T. Jackson Foundation
sponsors our traveling team, which includes
trips to St. Petersburg, Fl, Newport, RI and
Galveston, TX. The cost of airfare, lodging, food,
boat chartering, coaching and team uniforms are
included in this generous donation. The impact of
the Jackson family donation with team members
has been significant.
The Independence Cup (IC) for sailors with
disabilities is traditionally held on the same
weekend as the Independence Gala.
The
Gala, partially underwritten by the Jerome
Mirza Foundation, is usually attended by 400
supporters, with a fantastic raffle and silent
auction featuring trips throughout the U.S., such
as Aspen, New Orleans, Captiva Island, FL and
Napa Valley. A local television news anchor is
emcee and a featured speaker is part of the
short program.
The IC offers JGASP owned boats to the competitors
at no cost, attracting sailors from the U.S. and
Canada. JGASF Travel Grants are provided and
generous sponsors like Hilton provide discounted
ADA accessible rooms at the Palmer House
Hilton while Cook-Illinois Corp. offers accessible
transportation throughout the weekend. Columbia
Yacht Club graciously hosts an evening barbecue.

By Robert Lang
Before the 2020 season began, the COVID-19
virus totally upended our programs for our
compromised sailors. Our spring Annual Open
House, an uninterrupted event for 30 years,
was cancelled, and soon after all JGASP races,
including the Independence Cup, were cancelled.
We had a virtual Independence Gala and were
successful with a raffle and silent auction. We
are thankful for our generous sponsors for
helping us to continue to serve the disabled and
underserved communities.
The Foundation reacted to the isolation caused
by the pandemic with weekly webinars created to
interact with participants online with instructional
topics such as navigation, seamanship, sail
trimming, weather, etc. It was led by Sailing
Manager, Joe Harris and will continue during the
winter. Starting in the fall, in partnership with
the Shirley Ryan Ability Lab Sports Dept., weekly
customized fitness sessions for sailors with
disabilities were created and will be available to
all participants. Other exciting news is that eight
new, state-of-the-art Independence 20 boats have
arrived in time for next season, replacing older
versions. Several improvements were ordered
that should be well received by the sailors. New
sails for the boats help to make the JGASP fleet
the best equipped fleet in adaptive sailing.
Visit us at www.juddgoldmansailing.org
Like us on www.facebook/jgasf

New JGASP Independence 20

CHICAGO HARBOR SAFETY COMMITTEE
By David C Brezina

The Chicago Harbor Safety Committee was
challenged by public health concerns in 2020 as
it represents the marine industry and boating
community whose members were impacted by
COVID-19 quarantine, social distancing, business
restriction, and mask requirements.
In the Spring, as the city and state were
trying to determine best practices to
minimize fatalities, the passenger vessel
industry was hit with numerous virus
cases and concerns over participation.
Recreational boating was obviously
impacted as well. A few select persons
from the boating and marine industry
participated in a Task Force comprising
government officials, although CHSC as
a body was not directly involved. When
it became apparent that shore-bound
administrators were a bit unfamiliar with
what actually happens on boats (the cockpit
is outdoors!), particularly misunderstanding
passenger vessels and their operations,
CHSC was asked to, and did, support
following the Passenger Vessel Association
guidelines. Professional mariners have
always put safety first. With safety their
primary concern, professional mariners
are in the best position to implement vessel
specific procedures. Social distancing and
mask wearing can be practiced and enforced
onboard vessels. While communications
might have been enhanced if CHSC had

been involved from the beginning, the
ad hoc Task Force ultimately developed
workable capacity and other guidelines
for recreational boating during the 2020
boating season.

In the abbreviated season CHSC held its
Spring-Summer member meeting via
Zoom, thanks to President Gary Feracota
coordinating with Annette Anderson of
Friends of the Parks who provided the
technical expertise and Tom Blakely of
Chicago's First Lady Cruises coordinating
communications.

CHSC Secretary, Dave Brezina, participated
as a member of a Steering Committee
to update the Guide for Multiple Use
Waterway Management administered by
the National Association of Safe Boating
Law Administrators. The Committee is
charged with updating the 2004 Guide
to bring it current. Chicago Yachting
Association members were invited to
participate in a survey to identify needs
for the updated guide and the input of
those who responded was very valuable.

While in person meetings were cancelled,
a number of remote meetings have
resulted in a first draft. Part of the project
is to create a library of references.
Chicago Harbor Safety website

CHSC’s Safety Recommendations and
Guide to Rules and Regulations
Also available from the Coast Guard
Auxiliary are examples of the application
of local knowledge and inter-sector
cooperation.
As the COVID Task Force illustrates,
enhancing communication between
shore side government administrators
and planners, could also enhance public
information.
Dave Brezina would be pleased
to forward

(1) Written summaries of yacht club
initiatives on public education in
boating safety and operations.

(2) Written summaries or guides
regarding coordination between shore
based activities (like the River Walk),
lake front and river entertainment
events, and lake front and river
sporting events.
(3) Planning documents for shore side
developments on the lake front and
river that impact use of waterways.
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Chicago Corinthian Yacht Club Lasers IN the Pandemic
By Rachael Ahonen and Patrick Shanahan

Chicago Corinthian Yacht Club (CCYC) has had an
active adult Laser fleet for the last 18 years. It was
not until the summer of 2020, however, that our
numbers really took off, culminating in our best
year yet. For those who are unfamiliar, the Laser
is a 14’ single-handed Olympic-class, fiberglass,
one-design sailboat. It was created for easy
transport, speed, affordability and to highlight
the individual sailor’s talents, rather than fancy
equipment. The Laser is also, by far, the most
popular racing boat in the world. At first easy to
maneuver, it takes years to master harnessing
the wind and control lines for ultimate speed.
Luckily experienced CCYC Laser fleet members
are there to help a newcomer grow, learn, and
advance his or her skills. As fleet member Andrea
Budano puts it, “CCYC has a fantastic fleet, whose
members try to meet twice a week for training and
once during the weekends to compete in races or
regattas. It is really a fantastic group of people,
and sailing with them has helped me to improve
my knowledge of the boat and my handling, from
sailing faster, to managing very strong winds and
stormy situations.”
Christa Georgeson and Rick Strilky, as cocaptains of the fleet, strive to balance a safe and
friendly community with healthy competition.
Budano describes both Strilky and characteristics
of the club itself, when he says, “Rick transmits
all the qualities I have always loved about true
sailors: competence, conciseness, an obvious
love for the sport, paired with an almost ascetic
penchant for only the most simple, bare minimum
of sailing equipment, and absolutely no room for
superfluous show-offs. This latter one being a
feature that I have started to recognize as a CCYC
staple and one of my favorites.”

Christa Georgeson soaks up a
beautiful Lake Michigan sunset
Photo Credit: Andrea Budano
October 7, 2020

18

2020 yachting in chicago

When it was announced in March that the Chicago
Harbors and our cherished lakefront would be
closed, the CCYC Laser fleet was faced with an
existential question. What were we going to do
this summer? Fortunately, our fleet already sailed
a single-handed boat where social distancing
is baked into the design, but with the harbors
closed, we were a fleet with no home.
Not to be deterred, Marcin Koziarski and Rick
Strilky encouraged us to temporarily relocate to
a small man-made lake called Lake Opeka, home
of the Des Plaines Yacht Club (DPYC). Lake Opeka
was like a nursery for sailors to try out a new
boat in the fluctuating, but mostly forgiving wind
conditions. Experienced Rhodes 19 sailor and
new 2020 CCYC Laser fleet member, Matt Perley,
summed it up best when he said, “The spirit of
hospitality in this sport shined in 2020, when the
CCYC Laser fleet and DPYC’s Portsmouth program
warmly welcomed sidelined T10 and Rhodes 19
sailors to many great days of Laser racing.”
Seeing our numbers grow, Strilky realized, “This
totally f***ed up pandemic/economic disaster
has also proven to be a great opportunity for fleet
building. Imagine that!!” Strilky turned out to be
right and our CCYC fleet grew to our largest yet;
often with 12 or more boats at the starting line
for Thursday night races.
When Chicago Harbors reopened in July,
we returned home to Montrose Harbor. The
mercurial wind, rolling waves, illustrious skyline,
fresh air, clean water, and sheer magnitude of
our billion year old Lake Michigan has no equal.
As fleet member (and windsurfer) Andrea Budano
puts it, sailing his Laser on Lake Michigan feels
“exhilarating and liberating all at once.”
One unique aspect that makes the CCYC Laser
fleet very approachable is that while we race up
to three times per week, no one keeps score.
Instead, we focus on holistic fleet growth and
individual development and returning veterans
sail right alongside neophytes trying Lasers for
the first time. On Wednesday nights, the Lasers
join the other PHRF racers with a focus on
endurance racing, Thursday nights are dedicated
to short dinghy races with Vanguard 15s, and
on Sundays, the Lasers join the Rhodes 19s at
the center pin off of Wilson Crib; typically doing
our own rabbit starts to keep boats within close
proximity of each other and maximize coaching
opportunities within the fleet. We held two racing
clinics in August with former Olympic trialist and
US Sailing team member Erik Bowers as well. The
clinics focused on starts, body position in the boat
for both upwind and downwind sailing in both
strong and light wind conditions, understanding
the current, using telltales, rounding marks,
and sailing through waves. We hosted the Red

Mitch Polgar on a beat to the windward mark
Photo credit Jayme Novotney November 7, 2020

Flannels Regatta the last weekend of September
with Lasers, Vanguard 15s, Rhodes 19s, Sonars,
Tartan 10s, J70s, and Etchells. The growth of the
Laser fleet was truly evidenced in October. For
the first time, CCYC hosted a Saturday frostbite
season and 19 Lasers registered!!!
As the weather gets colder, and the season draws
to a close, we will cherish these moments and
new friendships we made and look forward to off
season meetings and seminars. Andrea Budano
says, “Probably one of my fondest memories will
be a group of us reaching on a plane together
back to the harbor after an afternoon of training
with 27-30 knot winds, seeing all of us at sunset,
sailing at lightning speed, pushed by the wind
and the waves...it's an incredible feeling.” As
fleet member Giorgio Premiceri puts it, “As far
as I am concerned, buying a Laser and joining
the fleet has been my best decision of the past
year. I prefer not to think about how different this
‘pandemic summer’ would have been without
Laser sailing!”
This summer was about a lot of incredible
sailing experiences, but also about how Chicago
Corinthian Yacht Club doubled its number of
active Laser sailors in one shortened "pandemic"
season. Leave your dryland concerns behind and
come sail with us next summer. Bring your own
Laser or charter one from the fleet.
For more information about our fleet or if you’d
like to join us, contact our fleet captains
Christa Georgeson at
christa.georgeson@gmail.com
or 773-704-1634 (cell)
Rick Strilky at
restoringart@gmail.com or
773-419-0487 (cell)

HOW TO TRAIN YOUR FLEET
One method of training that is used by the Chicago
Corinthian Yacht Club Laser sailors is fleet racing.
Typically, the Laser fleet races at least once during the
week and once on the weekend. The Fleet does not
keep scores for those races but instead uses the races as
training opportunities.

Patrick Shanahan hiking out with
Chicago skyline beyond
Photo credit: Jayme Novotney October 3, 2020

The first race during the Sunday sessions determines
who the fast sailors are and who might need some help
given the conditions of the day. The race always starts
with a jibe leeward rounding with the slower boats
starting first at the starting pin. This puts the faster boats
last and in bad air. On the way to the windward mark,
however, the faster boats generally catch the slower boats
and pass them. When the lead boats round the windward
mark, all the boats turn downwind, putting the slower
boats out front once more. The races are typically 2 legs
of ¾ mile each. The finish is again a jibe leeward mark
rounding, but this time with a tack. It is a modification of
pursuit style racing. As Rick Strilky, one of the captains
of the CCYC Laser fleet said, “When all the boats finish
within a few seconds of each other, it is very exciting.”
The benefits of this style of racing is multifold. First,
racing without scoring builds community. There is no
public shaming of back-fleet sailors on bulletin boards
or web sites. There is also a compression of time in this
training process as the fleet does not have to wait for the
slower boats to finish, allowing for more racing and less
down time. It’s also a more challenging experience for the
faster boats. They have to pass all of the other boats twice
to win! The main objective is for the more experienced
sailors to sail in the same water as the newer sailors and
coach them as they pass them. These communications
allow the slower sailors to step up their game while
creating a community spirit among the fleet. Examples of
this coaching could be suggestions on trim, body position,
angle to the wind, and helming techniques. Finally, with
the fixed marks, the training is accomplished without any
Race Committee assistance.

CCYC Laser Clinic chalk talk and briefing
Photo credit: Kate Moon August 29, 2020

The only season acknowledgement for the CCYC Lasers
are in the category of most improved. Nineteen Lasers
registered for the first CCYC Fall Frostbite in 2020.
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NATIONAL BOATING
FEDERATION 2020
By, Capt Walter “Sonny” Lisowski, NBF Director, CYC Past Commodore
The NBF was founded in 1966. Over the years the
NBF has become the largest, Nationwide,
non-profit, alliance of recreational boating
organizations. It is comprised of yacht clubs,
their associations and recreational boating
organizations across the United States. Because of
this, the NBF represents over 2,000,000 boaters.
We are proud to have our NBF Board comprised
of individuals from all over the United States.
The Chicago Yachting Association has had one
of their Past Commodores on our NBF Board for
years. The Great Lakes comprises a big part of the
USA’s boating community. We are proud to have
that section of the country represented. The CYA,
being a renowned Organization in the Midwest,
is represented by its Past Commodore, Walter
“Sonny” Lisowski. We are fortunate to be able to
get regional boaters, like Sonny, who are involved
in the various boating sectors of the country due to
their affiliations with organizations such as the CYA.
This year, 2020, we have all been faced with the
pandemic that has been treated differently across
our nation. That includes the hard hit boating
20

industry, as well as all its associated businesses,
organizations, harbors, yacht clubs, marine stores,
etc. The list goes on forever. Even our meetings have
become virtual. Typically, our meetings are hosted
twice a year by various yacht clubs across the
country. That had to come to a halt, for now.
Knowing this, it is no surprise that the boating
season had a slow start. The season, however,
gradually picked up. The same was true for the NBF.
Yet our close involvement with all of our members,
including the USCG, kept our hands at the helm
and/or tiller. Keeping up with all that is marine
related around the country and in Washington D.C.
is what the NBF is all about.
Without the continual efforts of organizations like
the National Boating Federation, who would be on
top of these issues, like those mentioned above, for
the sake of all of us who love the waters of this great
country? For this, we should all be thankful that the
NBF continues to represent the varied interests of
the boating and marine community.
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2019-2020 NBF Executive Committee

THERE ARE STILL A LOT OF ISSUES THAT
NEED OUR ATTENTION:
• Ethanol in our fuel: E15, continues to be an ongoing
concern.
• The importance of protecting the Endangered Species
Act (ESA): In regard to this issue, there was an NOAA
webinar on October 15, 2020 entitled: National
Marine Sanctuaries, Revealing the Secret Lives of
Sharks.
• The House passed a bill to clean up Marine Debris.
This bill will reauthorize or establish several important
wildlife conservation programs.
• The America's Conservation Act (S. 3051), which was
finally passed in both the Senate and House, became
Public Law No: 116-188 in late October.
These are just some of the issues before us that affect
the waters we love to be in and on. They may not concern
each of you individually or the area you live in, however,
the NBF has an interest in the entire country.

BELMONT YACHT CLUB

By
Commodore
Mark Linenberg

Welcome to the (virtual) BYC! This has been quite
an unusual year. We started the year in fine fashion,
setting our agenda for work on the JOHN B. MACK,
beginning the prep for our annual regattas, the There
& Back and the Rainbow Regatta, in addition to our inclub race. Just as we were setting our dates in comes
the Corona Virus that tossed everything up in the air.
So we put everything on hold and hunkered down
along with everyone else and waited. While we waited,
we did some planning for improvements in the hope
that we would be able to use the club at some point.

As soon as we were able, we had two windows replaced
with tempered glass and finished the renovation of
the head that we began last season. We decided to put
everything else on hold, as we knew the season would
be short.
We decided to cancel the There & Back fairly early
in the discussions. We also initially cancelled the
Rainbow Regatta but, in conjunction with Jackson
Park Yacht Club, decided to go ahead with it. We are
glad we did as we had eleven boats run the race.
Not bad for a second year, and with COVID to boot!
We decided not to run our intra-club race to the
disappointment of several of our members. But we felt
it was not prudent to do it. The only club event that we

hosted was a small Fourth of July BBQ. It went well but
was much more complicated due to social distancing
requirements, etc. So we decided to cancel the rest of
our planned events. We missed hosting the August
CYA Meeting, but with our dock under water and the
COVID requirements it just was not possible.
Then there is the matter of the water. Our access dock,
like many others, has been covered with several inches
of water for most of the season. Our Harbormaster
Kevin arranged for a raised walkway to the club, for
which we are exceptionally grateful! It made access
significantly less watery for all.
With the major windstorm we had, we, like many
others, suffered some damage. We lost the awning
from our upper deck, which took out our flag pole and
our flying burgee as well. All are being replaced, but as
with everything else this year, it’s taking longer than
usual to get things done. We are hoping to have the
new awning in time to put it up to check the fit and
then immediately take it down for winter storage.
As with many other events, this season been short
and sweet. Here is to next season: May it be a much
longer, better season for all!
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Burnham Park Yacht Club

BURNHAM PARK YACHT CLUB
By Bonnie Riordan, 2020 Commodore

Chart Your Course to Visit Burnham Park Yacht Club for the
83rd Year of Great Boating and Family Fun.

B

urnham Park Yacht Club is no stranger to resilience.
The Burnham Park Yacht Club was started in 1938 by a group
of boaters with the intention of creating a building to share a
meal and great stories of their boating experiences on Lake Michigan.
These founders pitched in with their hard work and donations to
make the Burnham Park Yacht Club more than a building: it became
a safe harbor to our membership. That resilient tradition continues
with our membership, especially in this year of 2020.

At the time of my Commodore’s Ball, I
would have never dreamed of the challenges
ahead of me. Burnham Park Yacht Club
faced many restrictions to our business
operations throughout the year with the
COVID-19 pandemic, rising tides on the
harbor banks, and city closures due to riots
and civil unrest. Through it all, I have been
privileged to see the resilience of my flag,
board, and membership. With the continued
support of our all our members, the Club has
been able to stay afloat due to my decision
to initiate our curbside meal options. Thanks to our many members
who generously donated to our club and staff to help us keep going
through the tough times.

The challenge was to be able to socially distance and provide the
membership families a safe, enjoyable environment in the same style
as our founders. As the Commodore, I have been able to accomplish
both with the help of my trusted partner, our Chef Vinnie. He
impressed us with his tasteful creations of seafood, steaks, chops, and
Italian delights along with many vegetarian and lighter fare options.
Our outside patio offers the social distancing needed in this time
of health concerns. Resting on the patio during the day, you would
believe you were in some distant harbor as you watch the boats glide
down the fairway channel. As the evening falls, and the tiki torches are
lit, you experience the sun setting over the skyline. The city lights take

over for a breathtaking panoramic view of Chicago. That is the perfect
time to talk with our bartenders or Mixologist Rob. They can serve up
one of our specialty drinks or ask to create your own specialty drink.
If you have a sweet tooth, the chef desserts are always a treat.

Because of the late June opening, our 2020 season took us all aback.
We are looking dead ahead for 2021 as our new Commodore, Bob
Garrett, takes the helm at our annual Commodore’s Ball. Come and
join us in 2021 for live music on the patio, shuffleboard tournaments,
Wednesday Beer Can Sail races, holiday party gatherings, family
friendly events, and good fun talking about boating which is at the
heart of us all.
This year will go into our history books as the year of resilience
because our members cared, made donations, and kept BPYC afloat.
I want to thank my Flag Officers and Board Members for caring and
sharing their creative ideas to make sure our Club continued through
all the challenges we faced. I look forward to celebrating in 2021 with
you all. Stop in for a drink, a meal, or a chat. You will make friendships
that will last a lifetime.
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CATALINA FLEET 21
We’re a social boating club with a sailing affliction.
We’re the Catalina sailboat owners association in the
lower Lake Michigan area.

F

ounded in 1973, Catalina Fleet 21 is
one of the most active Catalina fleets
in the country, with boats ranging from
22s up to the 42s. While our fleet does indulge
in racing, we are primarily a cruising fleet.
Our members sail from these tri-state area
harbors: Belmont, Burnham, Hammond, 31st
Street, Jackson Park, Waukegan, Kenosha,
Michigan City, Monroe, Montrose, Winthrop
Harbor, Wilmette, Racine, and South Haven
Municipal. Many of our members learned
sailing through the school of hard knocks,
sharing their adventures and experiences
though fleet activities. Our members continue
this tradition, today!

We hold meetings most months during the
sailing season and organize a monthly sailing
activity to a regional harbor that features
a social activity. Sometimes, members
travel to outings in small groups to add to
the adventure and to support new sailors
crossing the lake for the first time, building
new friendship along the way. Cruising
together makes it more fun!!!

Our year-round event calendar includes
educational programs, speakers and social
activities like Lobsterfest (Michigan City), a
margarita party (Chicago), and a shrimp boil
(Hammond). These events motivate us to sail
to various harbors in lower Lake Michigan.
We are also committed to supporting youth
sailing, education and safety through our
fundraising activities—which add a dose
of fun to our events. In 2019, the “Catalina
Fleet 21 Mariner’s Service Fund” supported
Chicago Maritime Arts and the South Shore
Nautical Education program in Michigan City.

While the Covid-19 pandemic has limited our
ability to gather during 2020, we continue to
meet virtually to stay connected.
Dues are extremely reasonable. If you want
to try us, dues are waived for new, first-time,
Catalina Sailboat owners for their first year
of ownership. Your membership includes a
subscription to Catalina Fleet 21 Fleet Sheet
newsletter, the Fleet 21 annual directory, and
a subscription to the Main Sheet magazine
published by Catalina Yachts, Inc. The Main
Sheet features information on all sizes of
Catalina Yachts, personal experiences, tips,
maintenance, and upgrade ideas.

If you sail a Catalina of any size, join us for
comradery, social events, and fun on the
lake—or on the dock! Come share your
experiences, gain some new friends, and
enjoy a beverage or two with fellow Catalina
owners.
Did we mention FUN? Sailing, Comradery,
Sailing, Socializing, Sailing, Learning, Sailing.
All good things. Join us!

For more information, go to our website, catfleet21.org, or
our Facebook page, Catalina Fleet 21 Chicago Region. If
you have questions or need additional information, contact
Harold Hansen, Vice Commodore at Harold-Hansen@
sbcglobal.net. Ask for an application to join today.
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CALUMET YACHT CLUB

“Fly Into the Wind”
As 2020 started to
settle in, no one
could possibly
foresee what would
be before us.
“Fly Into the Wind” is a new book just
out written by Lt. Colonel Dan Rooney.
He is a fighter pilot with a strong faith.
One of the points he makes is that lift
is provided as an airplane takes off into
the wind. Resistance is needed in order
to ascend.

Well, our resistance this year has been
the high water levels in Lake Michigan
(after a low just a short seven years ago
in 2013), destructive storms, and the
“Virus”.

By March it was apparent that
medical responders were in need of
much needed community support. In
response, Calumet YC partnered with
two local businesses. Together we
donated $1,500 for meals to support
their long hours of service. The
distribution of the meals was handled
by first responders from Calumet YC and
others across the city. Being on the front
line, they saw the need in real time.
By April, the Bridge and Board
responded to the ongoing siege of the
virus. Chicago mandated closures along
the lakefront. Our response was to lock
down the clubhouse and grounds to its
membership until further notice. As a
result, the harbor slips were not utilized
for 2020. When restrictions were
relaxed in June, members with trailer
boats were able to use their boats for
fishing and water sports. The grounds,
however, remained closed.

Knowing the “resistance” before them,
our members are the best. They continue
to support their Club in every way.
Two times during the summer, storm
damage required immediate repairs. On
short notice there was strong member
participation in making necessary
repairs.

Our annual fund raiser was virtual. Even
without the normal free food and drink
that is usually provided at the event, our
members were very generous in their
support of the event.
In September we held the Bridge and
Board election outside. It was well
attended and the membership voted to
keep the same officers. We also took in
five new members for 2021.
More good news: we lost no one to
the virus. A few members, who work
as first responders, tested positive
for COVID-19. However, they fully
recovered.

High water and the virus present the
resistance but our great members will
fly into the wind and ascend.

2020
BRIDGE
Fran Finn

COMMODORE

Don Koster

VICE COMMODORE

Jim Williams

REAR COMMODORE

Jeff Sadula

PAST COMMODORE

Jim Solczak

TREASURER/ SECRETARY
BOARD OF GOVERNORS

Tom Brown
Mark Ethel
Frank Glanowski
Jim Gornick
Ken Graczyk
Doug Jorgensen
Greg Moore
Rich Noonan
Rich Schwartz
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Host of four major regattas including the annual Chicago Yacht Club Race to Mackinac
Two harbors on the Chicago shoreline with breathtaking views for dining and special events
Reciprocity with 900 yacht clubs nationwide and memberships for young professionals
Sonar sailboats, paddle boards and kayaks for members to rent and enjoy on the water
Nationally recognized education programs for juniors, high schoolers and adults

MONROE STATION
400 E. MONROE STREET | CHICAGO, IL 60603

BELMONT STATION
300 W. BELMONT AVENUE | CHICAGO, IL 60657

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT US AT CHICAGOYACHTCLUB.ORG

CHICAGO YACHT CLUB
Youth Sailing during a Pandemic

O

n March 16, 2020, the Sailing School
at the Chicago Yacht Club anticipated
upwards of 90 youth sailors to return
to the water after a long winter break. Unfortunately, plans changed rather quickly as
the club, community, city, and country shut
down due to the COVID-19 contagion.

Dave Gerber, utilized Google Classrooms for
all the Spring teams and proceeded to run a
very successful virtual season complete with
a hashtag –#walkalongwithmeteam.

doors opened on June 29th welcoming youth
sailors to a sold out program.

SAFE

FUN

LEARN

Innovation and optimism raised crisp, new
sails for a summer full of much needed respite
from this debilitating pandemic In addition
to the “new normal” face coverings, regular
sanitizing measures, arming each coach
with Fauci Juice and outdoor handwashing
stations, the Sailing School team reduced
class sizes, changed to one learn to sail
student per Sail Cube, established permanent
420 pairings for each of the two-week
sessions, assigned boats, and kept everything
outside. Each “posse” remained socially
distanced together guided by a new colorcoding system. The sport of sailing checked
all the boxes: social distancing, outside,
sunshine, and wind; this team was confident
in providing a safe environment.

Never have the youth sailors enjoyed a better
summer! After being indoors for far too
long, no one complained during the required
swim check and capsize drills. Sailors ages
5 to 17 dotted the waters of Lake Michigan
learning to sail in several different fleets.
The smaller sized posse enjoyed daily team
lunches outside. Laughter was in abundance,
the 4th of July annual boat parade brought
parents out to watch along the break-wall in
spectacular fashion, and each session ended
with a traditional Mini Mac race to the Crib
and back. Less was truly more! Summer
sailed forward and the Sailing School only
had 1 foul weather postponement. Amazing!

Chalk talks were given with actual sidewalk
chalk on the break-wall overlooking Lake
Michigan to allow for social distancing. The
Chicago YC made sure smiles shined through
face coverings and the joy of sailing was
kept as students continued to learn to sail
upwind and rip the downwind. Race Teams,
rigged and launched, met with their coaches
on the water to hear the daily drill. Further,
in collaboration with US Sailing, they were
one of the select sailing programs to utilize
a new skill tracking app – Skill UP – to bring
the learning home. Every sailor left with a
greater love of our sport!

Invested in the mission of the Chicago YC,
“to encourage, promote, and develop
knowledge, participation, and enjoyment
in all aspects of yachting”, the sailing school
team gybed without hesitation and adapted
to the course correction. Sailing Director,

As Spring dwindled and the forecast to
get back on the water with summer youth
programming looked grim, the Chicago YC
Sailing School team remained extremely
optimistic. The notoriety of the Spring
Season garnered phone calls from all over
the country asking how this team planned to
open for Summer 2020. Employing a new
motto – Safe, Fun, Learn – in that order,

Now Fall has arrived with blustery winds.
The pandemic restrictions continue to create
an environment of innovation to allow youth
sailors on the water six days a week.
Debriefs happen outside, sailors meet
coaching staff on the water, and the first
Historic Pandemic Team Racing Regatta is
on Techscore. Another great season is underway — Safe, Fun, Learn.
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DISCOVER THE FUN. EXPERIENCE CORINTHIAN.
‘
‘
‘
‘
‘
‘

Affordable Membership
Power Boaters and Sailors
Wednesday Night Racing
Confortable Clubhouse
Family Oriented
Junior Fleet Sailing Program

‘
‘
‘
‘
‘
‘

Poker Run
Fish This
Holiday Events
Festive Lawn Parties and Bands
Crew School and Safety Education
Adult Sailing School

CHICAGO CORINTHIAN YACHT CLUB

W

hen March rolled in, we were in full
swing - processing memberships,
spring cleaning and plotting
out our hefty schedule of on and off water
events for our members. Like most, when
COVID-19 entered the picture, we knew the
future was uncertain but we were hopeful.
SECOND: GET RACING UP AND
As the pandemic played out, we realized that
we were dealing with something far more RUNNING.
serious. Something we have never dealt with
Finding ways to competitively race safely was
before.
the task at hand. At the CCYC, we are always
Running on 86 years of history, it was our looking for innovative ways to enhance sailing.
Board’s mission to honor that legacy and This season, we teamed up with MarkSetBot.
keep our Club afloat. But how do you do that This enabled our RC to set courses quickly
when you don’t know what's next? When it’s and accurately. If the wind changes direction,
unclear when your members will be allowed the RC can easily reposition the mark and pin
access to the Lakefront? Their boats? Our just by entering the new wind direction in the
Club? How can you give your members all of mobile app, so course changes can be handled
those experiences and memories that they automatically without a mark boat crew. Now
have come to expect and cherish for decades add in crew limits, online registrations and
virtual award ceremonies and we were back
when there’s so much working against you?
on the water.
The answer is simple: you can’t. But, you come
together, adapt and create new ones.

person boats were paired with a permanent
partner or a sibling. Each evening the sailing
pods arrived in thirty minute waves to reduce
congregating on the dock. Additionally we
expanded our launching to a second location
thus keeping people, boats and parents
further spread out. And as it turns out, the
kids didn’t skip a beat and loved every single
second of it.

FOURTH: TRY TO GET BACK TO
(OUR NEW) NORMAL.
For a Club that has as much life off the
water as it does on, we had to rethink our
social activities. Our Galley offered pickup
and delivery to boats. We started traditions
of Movie Nights on the lawn. And what is
more socially distant than golf? Although
postponed, the Denzaroo charity golf outing,
a tradition unlike any other, was able to carry
on. And we couldn’t give up live music. It’s in
our souls. Instead of large bands to a packed
house, we shifted to 1 to 2 person acts on the
lawn - our own little Ravinia.

FIFTH: MOVE FORWARD.

Even though it feels we are focused on simply
getting through 2020, it’s equally important
to look at how we can move forward and
be better. While we pride ourselves on
FIRST: GET THE CLUBHOUSE
We were adamant that we find a way to keep being inclusive with extensive community
OPEN.
the youth program going. With a little creative outreach in our Uptown neighborhood, we
Safety of our members was our #1 priority. thinking and flexibility, the program took a look forward to spending time this off season
As a 100% volunteer club, we do not have a different shape. Gone were the pre and post finding new and better ways to reach a more
staff in place to implement and enforce COVID gatherings at the Club – replaced by dock diverse community both on and off the water.
safety related restrictions. With the help drop-offs and virtual recaps. In an effort to
2021 is still uncertain. But we do know this:
of dozens of member volunteers, we were promote social distancing and prevent viral
when
the CCYC membership comes together,
able to implement all of the COVID safety spread in our youth programs, we reduced
as
it
did this season, there isn’t a better
requirements set forth by the city and state. our sailing classes from weekly day camps
community
to be a part of to face those tough
Through consistent communication, endless and a racing program to a one night a week
challenges.
And we will do it with a little
signage, member reminders, and a ton of sailing lesson. Operating on multiple days,
elbow
grease,
a $2 drink and a lot of laughs.
hand sanitizer, our members have masked up our 65 youth sailors were broken into pods
and each assigned a coach. Students on twoand were able to enjoy our club safely.
29
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THIRD: GET THE KIDS BACK ON
THE WATER.

Leading the fleet in community service and outreach
Columbia Yacht Club proudly supports the following charities and
many more as a community leader in Chicago

“Life’s most persistant and urgent question is, ‘What are you doing for others?’”
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

COLUMBIA YACHT CLUB

Since 1892, Columbia Yacht Club has been
known as more than just a ship on the lake, a
sailing organization, or a dining room. It has
been known and continues to be celebrated
as the Club that fosters a deep sense of
pride and camaraderie among its members,
officers, and staff.

The camaraderie of Columbia members
during the pandemic has been awe-inspiring
and humbling. From generously donating to
our employee furlough fund early in the shutdown period to gracefully and fully embracing
new safety policies and guidelines upon reopening, our members show time and again
they are the reason Columbia is a special
second home to so many.

More than a home for members, Columbia
Yacht Club is proud to serve as the home
for Chicago’s premier sailing school: The
Columbia Sailing School. The school operated
at between a 30-40% capacity all summer
long, hosting between 80 and 90 students
per week at the Club facility. Students
participated in STEM Adventure Camps, US
Powerboating Certification Courses, and
all levels of Dinghy sailing from beginner to
advanced racing. Through one of our newest
courses, the Youth Keelboat Camp, students
sailed in Colgate 26s. Instructors performed
health screenings on every student each
day, and disinfected all equipment between
each use. The extra work was well worth
the opportunity to have been able to provide
great experiences for our participants in a
safe environment this summer.

COLSS provided 28 students with full
scholarships for summer sailing experiences.
These range from 4 members of our Opti Race
Team participating for the entire summer,
to 24 students participating in our brandnew Siebel Sailors Program, which focuses
on increasing opportunity and diversity in
the sport of sailing and allows us to include
under-represented youth in sailing. The Siebel
Sailors Program will continue in the fall and
spring seasons, with 50% of the participants
in the program coming from under-resourced
areas of the city and receiving full scholarships
to participate. Columbia Sailing School is the
Primary Center in the Midwest for the Siebel
Sailors Program, with satellite centers at
Jackson Park Yacht Club in Chicago, Sheboygan
Youth Sailing Center in Sheboygan, WI, and
Sheridan Shores Sailing School in Wilmette, IL.

Earlier this year, Katie Tinder, Sailing
Program Manager for Columbia Sailing
School, was awarded the Sperry Topsider
Local Ambassador Award from US Sailing
Association which is awarded to individuals for
contributions made to their respective sailing
communities. Sperry Local Ambassadors
have a passion for sailing and they share that
passion with others to get out on the water
and support the growth of our sport. Katie has
dedicated her energy to providing the youth
of Chicago with a positive experience with
sailing and Lake Michigan, removing barriers
that have previously prevented students from
under-resourced areas from participating in a
sport typically reserved for the affluent.
Columbia Sailing School also received the US
Sailing Reach “Midwest Center of Excellence”
Award and Grant for their Marine-based
STEM educational field trips that many local

elementary school students participate in
throughout the year. Students learn the
principles of how to measure wind speed and
direction, and how to engineer the tools to do
so, learn about buoyancy, simple machines,
marine debris and its effect on Lake Michigan
and more!

During the same time period, Columbia
member Joe Cannon was named “Volunteer
of the Year” by US Sailing. When Joe learned
about US Sailing’s Reach program and
Columbia Sailing School’s goal to get as many
students as possible from Chicago connected
with free marine-based STEM education and
sailing opportunities on Lake Michigan, he
immediately wanted to be part of it. Joe has
been instrumental in several areas at the
Columbia Sailing School ever since. He has
added to the STEM curriculum, been involved
in nearly every field trip, worked with
students of all grade levels and has always
found ways to connect with students to make
their learning experiences exciting. Cannon
also donates time for fleet maintenance and
gives feedback and suggestions for grant
writing. The impact Cannon has had on
Columbia Sailing School is immeasurable. His
contributions and commitment have led to
Columbia’s recognition as a US Sailing Reach
Midwest Center of Excellence, a US Sailing
accredited Community Sailing Center and the
Primary Siebel Sailing Center for the Midwest.
Since he started volunteering, his attitude has
been: “If it’s for the betterment of the kids,
then I want to help.” He puts the students
before himself and is an amazing resource and
mentor for both our staff and students.
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CROWLEY’S YACHT YARD
DURING A DUBIOUS
SEASON. By Marko Lucht
If the 2020 boating season had been a boat,
it would have been the Lusitania.
From the impatiently-anticipated
and too long-postponed season
opening of the harbors and through
the disputed safe use of the Playpen
and the cancellation of many of
our favorite events such as the Air
Show, the Scene Party and the lake
front fireworks displays, all of you
Chicago-area boaters had to make
the best of a fairly sparse season.

June, to relief of boaters as well as
us at Crowley’s, the opening day of
June 22 was announced.

Establishing new protocols from
scratch in the face of a worldwide
scourge about which not much
was known for sure, Crowley’s
took unprecedented steps towards
opening safely so that our customers
could prepare their boats and obtain
parts and accessories from our
Ship’s Store. Wash stations were
constructed and located at various
points in the yard. Staff temperature
tests were scheduled as a first step of
the work day. Disinfectant cleansing
of frequently used areas took place
multiple times daily. Any staff/
customer interaction locations were
adapted for safety, including Plexiglas
shields in the Customer Service office
and social distancing practices at the
Dockmaster house. And, of course,
masks were mandated wherever
personal interactions took place.

New regulations for our docks,
mooring practices and even crew
capacity were initiated by the City
and Harbor system and adapted to
as best we all could. For the sake of
safety, the yacht clubs opened late,
and then had to limit their hours
and accessibility, as well as many
favorite programs. As was the case
nationwide, most meetings were
carried out online. Each of us had
to find a suitable room in our home
with a fetching backdrop to serve as
a video studio for ZOOM meetings.
We missed handshakes, hugs and
each other in person generally.
The end of this truncated boating
Here at Crowley’s, we had to play season arrived all too soon for any
an anxious game of staging boats at of us, but we were all grateful for any
our dock without knowing for sure season at all during this incredible
whether or not Chicago Harbors year of uncertainty. We look forward
would open at all. For a certain to future boating seasons of the more
period, Westrec was going to allow normal variety.
boats to dock at 31st Street Harbor Be careful. Be safe.
just to sit unused while everyone Come back to us next year!
waited. Finally, in the middle of
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Diversey Yacht Club has a reputation for a fun bar and
fantastic events. We have been serving Chicago’s boaters in
beautiful Lincoln Park since 1935.
Live entertainment, year-round parties,
and excellent amenities make us...

Chicago’s friendliest, casual yacht club!
Commodore
Pat Burke
Rear Commodore
Adam Karras
Find out more at

diverseyyachtclub.org

Dr. Douglas James
Chicago Sail & Power Squadron

DIVERSEY YACHT CLUB
By Adam Karras, Vice Commodore

Diversey Yacht Club kicked off the 2020 season with
great success and a promising outlook for the year.
We’re known for having a great bar and
hosting fantastic and memorable events for our
members. Our first event for the year was our
Super Bowl Party, and we packed the house with
about 100 attendees. There was a spectacular
buffet, prizes and we even signed up a few new
members that day.

CDC guidelines as well as guidance from Patty
Burke who is a well-respected front line health
care worker and wife of Commodore Pat Burke.
With Patty’s help, the Board instituted a detailed
cleaning and disinfecting plan that club staff and
our members were required to follow.

March was a time for green beer and corned beef
as we hosted our St. Paddy’s Day Party. The Club
offered a full buffet with such staples as corned
beef and cabbage, carrots and potatoes, salad and
dessert. We also included some pizza for good
measure. We had at least 80 in attendance.

We also increased our amenities for our members.
The Board installed a business center with a
printer and office supplies. Most notable, the
Club added high speed WiFi. With many people
working from home nowadays, we invite them
to ‘work from the club’ instead. On any given
day there is a handful of members taking calls,
answering emails and conducting their business
from their home away from home.

We followed that with a romantic “Lobster
Love” Valentine’s Day dinner complete with
entertainment and dancing. Members could
choose to grill their own dinner like our typical
Grill Night or have a lovely 3-course lobster
dinner. We sold 40 tickets and had about 60
people in attendance that evening.

Within days, the reality of COVID-19 began to set
in as the state ordered us to “shelter in place.”
The Club was closed along with the Chicago
Harbors through most of June. When Chicago and
the Park District reopened the harbors, we saw
that water levels had taken an additional toll on
harbor occupancy. Diversey Harbor is one of few
marinas in the city that have a bridge clearance
requirement, and near-record high water levels
in Lake Michigan meant many larger boats had to
moor elsewhere for the season. We know they’ll
be back soon.
As the city and state began cautiously reopening, so did Diversey Yacht Club. Our board
consulted with industry experts to devise a plan
for social distancing, reduced capacity, and a
different operation. The plan was based on the

Luckily, we have an amazing outdoor patio that
allows for well-distanced dining and drinking.
Our greatest successes this year have been
hosting a few events on the patio, allowing our
members to enjoy great entertainment while
keeping safe. Music is always good for the soul
and our members were longing for any sense of
“normal life.”

The year 2020 continues to be one of
adversity that reaches far beyond the boating
community. We are thankful to our members
for keeping our club thriving. Without their
support we could not have made it through
this difficult year. The Board continues to
work with the membership to determine what
they want in 2021 as the definition of “normal”
continues to shift. To the new members that
joined this year: Welcome Aboard!
Diversey Yacht Club extends its best regards to all
the clubs and their members, wishing them fair
winds and following seas.
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CHICAGO SAIL & POWER SQUADRON
By Public Contact, George Prescott, SN
Chicago Sail and Power Squadron,
now also known as America’s Boating
Club of Chicago, is continuing to
help and educate boaters with our
Boating Classes and all Chicagoland
boaters with Vessel Safety Checks.
The mission of the Chicago Sail
and Power Squadron, as well as
Squadrons throughout the United
States, continues to be Boating
Education, Safety, Community Service,
and enjoying the friendship and
camaraderie of fellow members and
boaters. For example, last year, our
members also assisted with the “Tall
Ships Festival” in Kenosha, WI.
We invite all to become members
of U.S. Sail and Power Squadron.
Whether you are a first-time boater,
an experienced one, do not even
own a boat, or are just considering
34

the purchase of one, you will be
welcomed as a member. Yes, paddle
boaters, too, are encouraged to join
us! Our organization builds boating
knowledge by taking classes or
“on line” with topics ranging from
coastal and offshore navigation to
marine electronics and weather. This
proficiency can only help the boating
community whether they are members
or non-members.

We also encourage Chicago boating
clubs to fulfill their educational
requirements by enlisting the talents of
our membership. Our American Boating
Class is especially valuable and can
satisfy the Illinois licensing mandate
for youth. We will come to you and
develop a schedule that suits your club
membership’s convenience as we did
for Diversey Yacht Club last year.
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For membership or
Class information.
Email:
Public Contact George Prescott
ljnlawoffice@aol.com
Visit our National webpage
usps.org
We are not the post office – we are
America’s Boating Club of Chicago!

HAMMOND YACHT CLUB

The 2020 season for the Hammond Yacht Club
made for an interesting summer.
By
John Botich,
Commodore

In the beginning of the season, COVID restrictions
were difficult to follow and understand. Changing
the local rules and dates really gave our Board a
run for its money as it scrambled to make sure the
Hammond Yacht Club was following the guidelines
set by the CDC, the Governor, and the Mayor.

As it turned out, the closing of the harbors in the
City of Chicago really filled up Hammond Marina
almost to capacity. The influx of new boaters who
needed mooring for their boats brought people
into the Hammond Yacht Club that had never set
foot in the door. The yacht club was able to open up
an extra day during the week and start food service
by Freddy's Steak House a month early. Covid-19
did make for a lot of new planning, but our Board
was able to make the necessary plans to both keep
the club solvent and keep our members safe while
in the club. A big thank you to the Hammond Port
Authority and Mayor McDermott for providing
extra security in the marina to keep people safe.
Everyone from the Mayor’s Office down worked
together to make the 2020 season a success.
Freddy's Steak House brought in Chef Jose Garcia
who took the reins and really made the galley a
top notch dining destination for boaters. The Club
picked up some new members and was able to
have Guest Days to showcase the Hammond Yacht
Club. Many of the new boaters were able to enjoy

the hospitality of our membership and enjoy a
great facility in which they could kick back, have a
great dinner, and enjoy the view of the marina. We
welcome any boaters who have now found a new
home at the Hammond Marina to the Hammond
Yacht Club.

The 2020 season marks the end of my long
standing role of Commodore at the HYC. After 12
years of being Commodore, I have met some of
the best people involved in boating. The Chicago
Yachting Association gave me the opportunity to
meet some great people in the Chicago Harbor
system and Chicago Yacht Clubs. The Lake Michigan
Yachting Association also gave me the opportunity
to meet people from harbors all around Lake
Michigan.
A big thank you to Rear Commodore of the LMYA
Christine Hunt who made it possible for the LMYA
to sponsor events at the Hammond Yacht Club and
have their meetings in the club.
I congratulate our new Commodore Brenda
Kasch who takes over October 11, 2020, and
new Board Members who take their positions in
November. I am sure Brenda will bring in some
new and great ideas to help make the Hammond
Yacht Club a better place to enjoy for all of us who
support yacht clubs throughout the country.
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CHICAGO'S CHRISTMAS SHIP
Staying the Course During Difficult Times
While this has been a challenging year, the
Chicago Christmas Ship Committee, in
conjunction with the Navy League, the United
States Coast Guard Cutter (USCGC) MACKINAW crew, Ada McKinley
Community Services, and Navy Pier are happy to report that the regular
cargo of 1200 Christmas trees will again be arriving at Navy Pier
the first weekend of December. In this, our 21st year, we remain
committed to continuing the tradition of providing Christmas Trees to
deserving families in underserved areas of the city in the spirit of the
Rouse Simmons – Chicago’s original Christmas Ship!
Though the COVID pandemic has provided significant headwinds
for us, we felt it essential to hold true to our core mission of
providing Christmas Trees and connecting families with
service organizations in their communities now more than ever.
Unfortunately, this year’s public health concerns will cause us to eliminate
public participation in our Saturday Christmas Ship Event Program as
well as our on-board youth educational programs. Nonetheless, we will
continue the tradition of honoring the Captain and crew of the Rouse
Simmons, as well as other Mariners who have lost their lives on the water
with a private Blessing of the Wreath Ceremony at the Captain at the Helm
Statue at Navy Pier.

36

2020 yachting in chicago

We thank the Shipmaster’s Memorial Foundation and the Chicago
Fire Department Air Sea Rescue leadership and personnel for
helping us keep this tradition alive! While we regret that we will not be
able to employ our youth organization volunteer partners to off-load trees
from the USCGC MACKINAW onto community agency trucks this year, we
are thankful for the USCG Marine Safety Unit Chicago personnel and local
USCG Auxiliary who have volunteered to step up in their place.
We would also like to thank Ada S. McKinley Community Services for
their extraordinary efforts this year in locating community organizations
able to receive and distribute trees in these challenging times. Without
their coordination, knowledge and expertise we would not be able to
fulfill our mission of providing holiday cheer and connecting community
organizations with their constituents.
Finally we would like to thank all who have contributed to our
cause over the years including our institutional, corporate and most
importantly, our individual donors who all help keep Chicago’s Christmas
Ship on course, even in these stormy and uncertain times!

JACKSON PARK YACHT CLUB

Jackson Park Yacht Club (JPYC) emerged post Columbian
Exposition of 1893. One of the lagoons created for the Exposition
is now home to JPYC. Founded in 1896, it is the third oldest Yacht
Club in Chicago. By the year 1905, JPYC had reached prestige as a
premier racing club on the Chicago scene.
Early years, the club floated. The club
ship sank for the last time in January of
1930. It was decided at that time to move
the club to its present, beautiful site. The
members of the club provided all the
labor, funds and expertise, establishing
the legacy of an “all volunteer” club.

Frank and Tess Garner were the leaders
of a Sea Scout Ship at JPYC. In 1981 they
were invited to join the YC as the first
African-American couple. Frank served as
our first African American Commodore
in 1997-1998. Frank's legacy as a sailor,
racer, and race officer lives on with the
many mentees he nurtured (including this
Race Officer and Commodore!).
The year 1994 saw JPYC’s first all
African-American crew of men and
women to compete in the Chicago to
Mackinac Island Race on the sailing yacht
Upanayana, owned by Dr. David Blackwell
and captained by honorary member
Captain William “Bill” Pinkney. The crew
of 5 men and 2 women were all captains
of their own sailing vessels.
Jackson Park Yacht Club saw the
reemergence of our Junior Sailing
Program under the leadership of
Commodore Jimmy Webb in 2016, when
10 BUGS were purchased from the
Chicago Yacht Club. The Junior Sailing
Program along with The Open Horizons
Program serviced over 200 young sailors
this season.

In 2019, the Club acquired the Edward
B. Stein for our Sea Scouts usage and the
development of a crew racing program.
Board member, Brian Wiles, took over
the operational task of training racers
and the use of the Stein. Despite COVID in
2020, Brian was able to train the Women
on the Water Crew for the Pursuit of
Happiness Race, in which they took a first
place. We lost Brian to a tragic accident
before he could witness the success of his
mentees. Brian's brilliance, commitment
and energy will be greatly missed by the
Jackson Park Yacht Club community, but
his legacy will live on....

Luke Wolbrink spearheaded two
successful endeavors this sailing season.
Luke organized a group purchase of
DragonForce 65 remote control boats and
the skippers are busy practicing sailing
skills and techniques to begin competing
with other clubs! The second endeavor
was the reemergence of FROSTBITING!
This fall, there is a lively competition
emerging with our first frostbiting season
in many, many years!

Jackson Park Yacht Club's commitment to
inclusivity, diversity and comradery is the
cornerstone of our family friendly club,
embracing all sailing, power and water
sport vessels! The sacrifice, commitment
and leadership of many has contributed to
the great club we have today. Thank you
to all past and future leaders of JPYC as we
move forward to the next 125 years!!

Remember ...
Life Is Better On The Water!
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MORF
The Midwest Open Racing Fleet is
proud to have completed its 62nd racing season!
MORF is an all-volunteer organization
focused on low-cost, mixed-PHRF racing.
The 2020 season proved successful by any
measure but especially in the face of many
changing plans and necessary adaptations.
Despite the late start to the Chicago boating
season, MORF still ran about 80% of the number
of races in a typical annual schedule. Our race
participation this year was in line with recent
years and up slightly on 2019 as we added a
handful of new members.
MORF’s structure as purely a racing organization
served us well this year. We were able to organize
racing quickly without many concerns for on-shore
restrictions and, as a result, were the first on the
Chicago lakefront to offer organized racing this
year. We opened our season on June 28. Unable to
contain our excitement, we extended an invitation

to non-members to join us for no fee. We closed the
season with the perennial MORF Open, again with
an open invitation to the Chicago racing community.
Along the way, we hosted or co-hosted a total of
26 races on 18 different days over 13 weeks all
as part of our single-fee schedule. Included within
that blitz is our Lady Skipper series, which remains
free to all racers.
While MORF is a self-sufficient unit, we enjoy
partnering with other area organizations to
expand the reach and quality of our events. We
are grateful for our partnerships with Columbia
Yacht Club, Jackson Park Yacht Club, Burnham
Park Yacht Club, Michigan City Yacht Club, Port
of PHRF, and the Chicago Maritime Museum who,
collectively, have acted as race committee, hosted
on-shore events, and co-hosted or collaborated
on races with MORF.

This season did bring some drawbacks, of course.
The shortened season and cancellation of regatta
parties were the most obvious losses. A few of our
regular participants chose to sit this season out
as well, though their absence was balanced by
increased participation elsewhere. Less apparent
but more significant was the impact on novice
and aspiring race crew. With the passenger limits
in effect this season, there was less opportunity
for newer crew to get out on the water. As a fleet
we likely lost a year of getting the curious out
on the race course and of developing them into
impassioned racers. In this strange year where
so many discovered or rekindled a passion for
nature, the team aspect of this sport hindered our
ability to share it with beginners.
Looking ahead to 2021, MORF will be back with the
same objective: to offer competitive handicapped
keelboat racing organized by volunteers. We will
again offer a full slate of buoy and long-distance
racing for a single fee, and we’re committed to
bringing new sailors and racers into the sport as
either skippers or crew. We hope to see friends
old and new on the race course, and hopefully
at a rum party or two as well! Please visit us at
morfracing.net for more information.

Coast Guard Auxiliary in 2020
By Thomas Mullally, Commodore, U S Coast Guard Auxiliary 9th Western Region
(Continued from page 8)
You can request a VSC in the usual manner
via safetyseal.net, and either be in your
home while reviewing the safety check form
or at your vessel with the Auxiliarist on a
mobile device. We cannot issue the decal,
but we can still make sure that your vessel
gets its annual check.
Online Public Education
We provide the same full-length classes
with live instruction, but now you can take
the class from the comfort of your home.
You still receive the benefits of customized
instruction with a real person to answer your
questions. The only difference is that you will
need a web camera so that the instructor(s)
can monitor you while you are taking a test
online (if applicable to the course). For the
About Boating Safely course, you will receive
the same boating safety education ID card
when you pass the test.
Virtual Marine Dealer Visits
Typically, this is an activity where an
Auxiliarist visits a business that supports
maritime safety. This could be a boat dealer,
a bait and tackle store, or even the local
insurance office. Normally, we would share
38
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information and brochures with the business
who would share them with the public. Now,
by using a computer and web camera at
the maritime business, the Auxiliarist can
interface with the business, and be live with
the customers to answer questions and talk
safety. (Brochures can be mailed, or QR
codes scanned for electronic copies.)
Live patrols, with face coverings &
social distancing
Part way into the boating season, the Ninth
Coast Guard District allowed Auxiliarists to
start maritime patrols again. So, do not be
surprised if you see us out on the water.
While on patrol we have to maintain social
distance from other boats/boaters, wear
face coverings, and exercise extra safety
precautions, but we have been back out on
the water.

Member Training
We have found this to be a great time to
work on our own member training so that
we can keep our skills and knowledge sharp
for you. Much of our training resources were
already online, though not all, and many of
us have taken this time to learn new skills
and improve our current ones. All to better
serve you during this virtual time and when
we can meet in-person again.
Like you, we look forward to meeting inperson again and understand the value that
has for both you and us. We understand,
however, the risks inherent in those activities
and the limited number of Auxiliarists (and
training we go through to be proficient)
makes us hard to replace. As always, you
can reach us through our website, and we
will follow-up via phone, email, or virtually!
We greatly appreciate your patience during
this challenging time and understand that we
remain Semper Paratus. Be safe and know
that we are still here for you.

MUSEUM SHORES YACHT CLUB

2020
BRIDGE
Thurlow Haskell
COMMODORE

Bob Larde’

VICE COMMODORE

Terry James

REAR COMMODORE

Gilbert Carson
SECRETARY

Michael Cansler

ACTING TREASURER

T

he 2020 boating season has affected all of
us in the harbor system. Museum Shores
Yacht Club (MSYC) is still active, but we have
limited our activity in accordance with COVID/social
distancing rules.
The anticipation of high-water levels at the 59th
street harbor (the entrance of which goes under the
Lake Shore Drive bridge) and the late start of the
boating season prevented many of our members
from entering the harbor.

One area of focus for MSYC has been education and awareness for the youth community on boating.
Our Project HELM program is part of that educational mission concerning boating, boat safety, and
leadership building skills for the youth community. The program activities include team building and
other exercises that depend on children interacting with each other. Due to COVID risks, we decided
to reschedule our youth program until 2021.

Donna Carson

COMMUNICATIONS/
EVENTS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Leray Redding
Rudolph Bennett
Charles Cross
Clarence Junkins Jr.
Rudy Jones
Elliott El Amin

We also continue to await the progress of the Obama Presidential Center (OPC). We are continuing to
align our youth program with the vision/mission of the OPC.
MSYC has a rich history at the 59th Street Harbor. We continue to work with the community. Our
members interact with community leaders, business owners, and health workers.

We are looking forward to continuing to enjoy the boating community. Even with social distancing,
our members are still enjoying associating with each other during these challenging times. We are
looking forward to the 2021 season and hope for a much better year.
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ROBERT ALLAN CLUB — ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2020

I

n what can only be described as a horrible year, ROBERT ALLAN II had
possibly her busiest summer on the water. She did what she does
every year: bring people together. So far as we know no one is the

worse for it.
Early in the season, it was our great pleasure to take Dennis Downes,
his wife Gail Spreen and their guests for an evening river cruise. Dennis
did the sculpture of Cap Streeter which graces the plaza at the corner
of Grand and McClurg Court. One of Dennis' guests, the well-named Bob
Martini, wrote this about his first experience on the ROBERT ALLAN:
“We took a four hour voyage on the Chicago River going southwest into a
setting sun then reversing direction and heading up past North Avenue.
As the sky turned dark we headed south again back to the main branch
- the water mirrored the blackness as we re-entered the heart of the
City of Big Shoulders. One can feel the history of the great city: of Benny
Goodman, Lou Rawls, Ernie Banks, Buddy Guy, Koko Taylor, Bill Murray,
Muddy Waters.... The Chicago River may be the lifeblood of the city. The
vessel and the River Cruise touched me to my very soul. ... Thank you for
grounding me — for grounding my spirit on that late spring evening on
that beautiful boat.”

Our guests this season included graduates of Eastern, Northern and
Southern Illinois Universities — we just need to find an alumnus of
Western to complete the deck! Paddy Homan, the finest Irish tenor in the
city brought a horde of Irishmen and women with him over the course of
the season. And somehow, after incredible deluges early in the summer,
we ended with a magical six weeks where every day seemed better than
the last. For the Captain, a highlight was bringing the boat (40' LOA) into
a space of 44' along the River Walk at the City Winery without touching
the vessels in front or astern. After 84 years - she might have had her
finest year.

Get to know and help support CMAC. We are teaching
Chicago-area youth valuable life-skills by building small boats
and getting on the water to safely expand horizons and
open up new potential pathways for life and recreation.

Southern Shore
Yacht Club
Jackson Park Inner Harbor
Under the Bridge

» Vibrant

» Growing
» Diverse
Proud to be a part of
the Chicago Boating
community since 1912

6401 South Richards Drive, Chicago 60649

To volunTeer or DonaTe, visiT www.chicagomariTime.org

Chicago Maritime Arts Center is a registered 501(c)3 charitable organization.

www.ssyachtclub.com

look for us on

2020

Chicago Maritime Arts Center

The year 2020 presented some new challenges for CMAC, but with valuable help from
Karen Harris (past Commodore of Jackson Park Yacht Club), we were able to safely
run four youth programs this summer and comply with Covid-19 health restrictions.
Our programs included two two-week tool skills, ecology and boating skills classes
at Southern Shore YC and the Chicago Sailing loft. We also conducted two one-week
programs on boating skills and marine ecology, held at Chicago Corinthian YC and
Southern Shore YC. The boys and girls aged 11-15 came primarily from the Pilsen and
South Shore neighborhoods thanks to the help of Lost Boyz, Inc.
Dave Rearick, an
author and noted
Great Lakes sailor
who completed
a single-handed
circumnavigation
in 2013, was part
of our instructor
team at SSYC
in August. He
describes very
well the work
CMAC does in
the excerpt below
taken from a
recent blog post:

Dave Rearick is also
an Ambassador
for 11th Hour
Racing, a Schmidt
Family Foundation
dedicated to
helping save
the marine
environment. The
11th Hour Racing
Foundation has
been a supporter of
CMAC since 2018.

 he weather was beautiful last Friday – the
T
final day of our course. Armed with their new
skills, our students were ready to venture
beyond their horizons. I learned a long time
ago that our limits are never fully fixed. Once
we stretch them past the familiar, beyond our
“back yards,” we define new back yards. For
these young mariners, their back yards now
include the waters in and around Chicago and
Lake Michigan.
 pon arrival, we let our students know we were
U
going on an extended expedition. We headed
to the far end of the lagoon, through the
channel under Lake Shore Drive and out to the
mouth of Jackson Harbor. The students turned
to look in the direction of the underpass of LSD
and asked “under there?” “YES!”
 xcitedly, the young mariners donned their
E
PFDs and took to the boats. Within a few
minutes our home dock faded from view and
our gaze turned towards the big water. Each
stroke brought new confidence and skill. One
by one we reached the harbor entrance and
the more adventurous pushed their bows out
to the unknown to have a look around at the
wide-open horizon …
Follow Dave at

www.BodaciousDreamExpeditions.com
Learn more about 11th Hour Racing at

www.11thhourracing.org

 aturday is our final half-day – a chance for
S
the mariners to display their new skills to
parents and coaches. As the students arrive,
they don their PFDs and go to a distant dock
to bring their boats over to the Club. We stay
behind – allowing the young crews to manage
on their own. As we gather to review what
they’ve learned the answers come quickly –
tying knots, water quality, rowing, kayaking,
basic boating safety and how to tie up a
boat. For young kids, testing horizons and the
limits of their freedom is often hindered by
adult concerns and reservations. Today, these
students have earned new freedoms and a
better understanding of a new environment.
 n a personal note, I can only dimly remember
O
back to when I first rowed a boat. While my
“backyard” has expanded to the entirety of
the earth’s oceans, my time spent with these
students returned me to the memories of those
first experiences on the water – so many joyful
memories. Perhaps you remember your first
experience on the water. Maybe you can join
in sharing those experiences with the next
generation: They need it now more than ever.

CMAC greatly appreciates the support of the
Chicago Yachting Association, its member
organizations and many individual club
members. With your support, we look forward
to bringing many more kids to Chicago waters
in 2021 and beyond.
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JOSEPH CONRAD YACHT CLUB
By Marek Witkowski, Commodore

“We cannot direct the wind but we
can adjust the sails”

The year 2019 marked a major milestone for Joseph Conrad
Yacht Club. JCYC celebrated the 50th anniversary of its founding.
To commemorate this magnificent event, JCYC brought together
members, friends and people passionate about sailing for a major
celebration to remember the founding fathers. In 1969, they
founded the first Polish yacht club outside of their native Poland.
They named it Joseph Conrad Yacht Club, after the renowned Polish
sailor and novelist, Joseph Conrad Korzeniowski, AKA Jozef Teodor
Konrad Nalecz Korzeniowski. None of them ever imagined that this
new chapter of their lives would bring them and many others so
much joy, pride, and sense of accomplishment for the next 50 years.
JCYC is a home to accomplished sailors. Some sailed around the
world; some sailed across the Atlantic; some took first place in the
Race to Mackinac Regatta, to name a few.

The year 2020, on the other hand, brought unprecedented times for
JCYC, as it did for everyone all over the world. But it did not keep
the Club members from their love of sailing. JCYC started the season

Marek Witkowski, Commodore of JCYC
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early with a week-long sailing excursion to Cayo Costa on multiple
vessels. Calm waters, friendly winds, and warming sun made sure
that we had a great adventure and made lifelong friends.

Soon after it seemed like the world stopped. Travel, sports, social
events and more came to a halt, all due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Patiently we waited and eventually the season opened but with
many changes. Members of JCYC could not wait to get out and catch
some waves. No, it wasn’t the same. We followed the state guidelines
to keep our friends and loved ones safe, but we still enjoyed the
season as much as the situation allowed. The Club was proud to take
part in organizing Polonia Cup Regatta 2020 at Montrose Harbor,
with over 2 dozen vessels taking part. It was heartwarming to
approach the end of summer and the season on a positive note.
All of us at JCYC hope that the new year will be pandemic free, the
world will be in a better place, and we can happily enjoy the 2021
boating season!

SOUTHERN SHORE YACHT CLUB
By Kenneth Mason, Commodore

S

outhern Shore Yacht Club
was founded in 1912.
But, even with its long
history, it’s safe to say 2020
was a year like no other. With
SSYC is a vibrant,
the coronavirus pandemic
and resulting shutdown of the
growing, and
lakefront and Chicago Harbors,
diverse club. We
we were not able to open the
Club to members and guests
invite you to get to
until early July. With water
levels at record highs, many
know us better!
boats were unable to get under
the bridge. Even long-time
club members were forced to
dock their boats in other, more
accessible harbors. Plus, since
our Club is built above the water, the high levels caused buckling of
the clubhouse floor. Then on July 7, a severe storm moved through
Chicago and destroyed the canopy over the Club’s outside patio area.
But none of that stopped us. The SSYC directors and members rolled
up their sleeves and got to work. The results were amazing!

RECORD MEMBERSHIP INCREASE

We’re thrilled that, in spite of all obstacles, we were able to increase
membership by more than 60% by focusing on welcoming back former
club members and increasing associate and reciprocal memberships.
As that classic song taught us, we continued to “make new friends, but
keep the old.” And those friends — both new and old— came together
to support the Club, with their time, their skills, and their energy.
We also want to extend special thanks to our fellow boating
enthusiasts at Jackson Park YC, Museum Shores YC, and Diversey YC
for their encouragement and support.

Back row: Ken Mason, Commodore; Eschol Hall, Vice Commodore;
Sharon Urry, Communications Director; Lafayette Ford, Entertainment Director. Front
row: Cynthia Bowers, Club Steward; Sandra Allen, Membership Director; Joyce Brown,
Treasurer. Not pictured: Arlene Love, Secretary.

A FOCUS ON YOUTH PROGRAMS
One of the goals at Southern Shore Yacht Club is to encourage a love
of boating among the next generation, while teaching boating skills
and safety. In partnership with the Chicago Maritime Arts Center,
in July, SSYC hosted a 2 week-long Boating, Building & Ecology
Program, attended by 11- to 15-year-old youth from the surrounding
community. Then in August, we welcomed a second group of local
youth for a 1-week CMAC Boating Skills & Marine Ecology Program.
The participants loved the programs and we loved hosting them.

GETTING TOGETHER WHILE SOCIALLY DISTANCING

We hosted a series of engaging, fun, and safe events at the club,
including a “Welcome Back Members” event, a Fish Fry, a Raviniastyle Latin Caribbean Jazz Concert, and an Oktoberfest Party. All
events were held outdoors (under our newly-replaced tent), with
social distancing, limits on number of attendees, and safety protocols
in effect. One club member summed it up, “Although the season got
off to a slow start with COVID restrictions and the high water, SSYC
managed to have some amazing parties. The music, the food, and the
friends combined to create some really good memories.”
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2020
SEA SCOUTS, PTAC, BSA
January 2020 started like every other winter, the Chicago
Boat Show, planning for the summer season and completing
a list of things to do before splash. Then the virus hit.
Everything fell on the floor. Due to COVID restrictions, we had
to adjust all our plans for the spring maintenance season,
not to mention the possibility that the summer sailing season
might be canceled. With the hope that the summer would
start as usual, the Scouts decided to work on the boats to
get them ready. Because of the restrictions, only a few scouts
were able to work on the boats. They worked every weekend
from March until June with the hope that the boats would
go in the water. On June 22, we finally got the word that the
harbors would be open for the summer. Reflections III was
splashed in the water on July 1 at 3 p.m., and a crew of five
scouts sailed her north to 31st Street Harbor. Our Whaler
followed shortly behind.
Reflections III, a 40’ 1984 Sparkman and Stephens ketch,
is the primary sailboat the scouts use. She is an old but
solid boat. The scouts put countless hours into repair and
maintenance during the spring. They repainted the bottom
and the deck, installed new lifeline netting on the bow,
refinished the bright work and teak rub rail, and finally
washed, waxed and buffed the entire boat. They also washed
the sails and completed some minor repairs.
A 22' Boston Whaler is our powerboat that the Scouts use for
the summer. They washed and waxed it, and repainted the
deck, freeboard and gunwale.
Kraken, a J24 project boat that the Scouts took interest in
was also worked on. They repainted the bottom, washed,
waxed, and buffed the boat, and then started to refinish the
bright work. There’s still a long list of things to do, but she is
starting to look better.
The Scouts were on the water as much as they could be
during the summer. They averaged four to five times a week
either on Reflections or the Whaler. Most would spend five to
six hours out at a time.
What follows are highlights from three of our seven Ships (units).
In July, Ship 5709 sailed to St. Joseph, Michigan on a tenhour crossing with 20-25 knot NNE winds. They spent four
days in St. Joe, and the return crossing was not as eventful,
with only 10 knot SSW winds. The Scouts sailed in various
weather conditions during the summer. They learned how to
use every sail plan on Reflections and learned how to handle
her from light winds to heavy weather. For a short summer
they were able to put in hundreds of hours of sailing and
gained valuable experience making them more confident
mariners. On calmer days, they would take the Whaler out
practicing maneuvers and power runs, navigating through
the Chicago locks, then downriver. They learned how to
approach and pass other vessels, and always keep a sharp
lookout for river traffic, in addition to taking many selfies.
44
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The Scouts navigated in day and night conditions, using and
understanding ATONS (Aids to Naviagation).
Sea Scout Ship 2911 – Eagles Nest, associated with
Hammond Yacht Club – took full advantage of the shortened
Chicago boating season. The unit, comprised of youth from
the Southeast side of Chicago to the far Southwest suburbs,
met weekly at 31st Street Harbor during the summer and
fall. Using the council’s vessels, we explored Wilmette
Harbor, Goose Island, and even visited Lake Calumet’s ghost
ship. During the weekly trips, Scouts strengthened their boat
handling skills, learned how to apply Rules of the Road, and
honed their leadership abilities. As leaders, it was a little
tough at times to let the Scouts safely make mistakes. We
still took the vessels out for boat handling training on the not
so nice days to allow the Scouts to gain confidence in their
abilities. A docked boat does not make a good sailor.
Ship 5212 from JPYC volunteered over 150 hours with Urban
Rivers this spring, summer, and fall. Urban Rivers has created
a floating eco-park on the North Branch Canal of the Chicago
River. We helped install and plant the islands, weeded on the
islands, performed water quality testing on the River, went
out on kayaks to pick up trash, and performed maintenance
to prepare the islands for the winter. In exchange for our
labor, Urban Rivers has allowed us to “adopt” one of the
islands. Next spring we will have the opportunity to plant,
maintain, and name our own island.
Ship 5212 also built three Little Libraries for neighborhoods
on the west and south side of the city. We are presently
planning a Book Drive to stock our Little Libraries and to
donate books to children in need for Christmas. Six Scouts
participated in scuba diving certification with Learn Scuba
Chicago.
Two of our Scouts, Eli Erling and Annie Ahern, won the Smith
Regatta and will compete in the Koch Cup next year (this year
was cancelled due to COVID). We wrote and received a grant
from the Chicago Yacht Club Foundation ($1,000.00) and
the Lake Michigan Sailing and Race Federation ($1,830.00)
to pay for their trip.
We worked with Crowley's Yacht Yard to create a splicing
workshop for the Scouts, and with Chicago Maritime School
to put together a Fire Safety Workshop.
Two of our Scouts received Level 1 Small Boat Instructor
Certification and worked as sailing instructors for JPYC this
summer.
We had a Virtual Campout to help one of our Scouts with
earning his Camping badge. I am proud to say that Jonah
McArthur is now an Eagle Scout.
The 2020 season was challenging for all Chicago boaters.
The Scouts exercised the BSA motto “Be Prepared” fully this
year, and are ready to welcome 2021 with masks if needed.

Frostbiting at Chicago Corinthian, extending our season

WHAT HAPPENED TO BOAT OF THE YEAR?
The CYA Boat of the Year was not named
this year — another COVID casualty.
Somehow, it did not seem fair because
only 57% of races were run and there
were only 56% of the average number
of winners. The chart below provides
an overview of this year’s racing season
compared to last year and compared to
the average over the last five years. One
of the most startling differences is the
closeness of the competition. Typically, the
field of top contenders features 8 boats on
average. This year, there were 14 boats in
striking range of Boat of the Year and no
clear winner.
While we should celebrate the intrepid
souls who competed this year, we also
mourn with the skippers whose boats
never saw the water. Those of us who were
able to launch our boats were really lucky
in many ways: we got into Chicago Park
District spaces long before the quarantine
was lifted; we could enjoy our boats even
when we could not take them out of the
harbor (which usually meant work on
them); we had full access to the Lakefront,
which remained closed all summer; and we
were able to participate in a competitive
sport safely in the fresh air and with social
distancing for the most part.
For some sailors, the smaller field of
boats proved advantageous, allowing less
experienced racers the opportunity to
be in the winners’ circle. For others, the
competition was not as compelling. There

YEAR

TOTAL RACES

TOTAL WINNERS

UNIQUE WINNERS

TOP SCORERS

2020

61

527

203

14

2019

109

944

382

8

2015-19

96

806

373

6

was a noticeable absence of big races and
of sailors from other ports. One of the
world’s largest annual offshore races and
the largest in fresh water, the 112th Chicago
to Mackinac race was cancelled early in
the summer. The last time the race was
cancelled was 1920 due to the aftermath
of World War I. The Mac Race has drawn as
many as 400 entries and literally thousands
of crew from around the world. Other
programs like the Chicago Match Race
Center and the Judd Goldman Adaptive
Sailing Foundation that typically draw
sailors from other ports and countries did
not compete this year.
Our competitive sport had fewer winners
than usual with just a little over half, but
the outcomes were encouraging. Some of
those “always win” boats were not with
us and that gave some of those “always
at the back” boats a chance to move up
considerably. The competition was closer
by far for many sailors.

Let’s hope that things return to “normal” in
2021 and that the CYA will be able to have a
Boat of the Year Award!

Rhodes Overall Champion Bob Bernstein

2020 yachting in chicago
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C YA B OAT O F T H E Y E A R

Dedicated to all the boats that raced and all the boats that didn’t get to sail at all in 2020

CASRA Social Distancing Series Races
JULY 5-12
T-10

1st Proving Run
Andrew Roccasalva
2nd Erica
Brian Kaczor
3rd Perspicacity	Adam Collins,
Bob Cohen

PHRF SPIN 1
1st
2nd
3rd
4th

Eagle
Jahazi
Paradigm Shift
Inferno

PHRF SPIN 2

1st Exeter
2nd Radiance
3rd Mise En Place

DOUBLE-HANDED
1st

Flying Pig

CASUAL NON-SPIN

1st Quicksilver
2nd Truly Madley
3rd Incommunicado

CASUAL SPIN
1st

Rogue

Shawn/Jerry O'Neill
Frank Giampoli
Dave Dickerson
Philip Dowd
John Notch
Benjamin White
Paul Thompson
Mike Sheppard
Vilia Sutkus-Kiela
Gareth Reeves
Jeffrey Mills
Steve Valentor

BURNHAM PARK YACHT CLUB

CASRA Social Distancing Series Race 2
JULY 12
T-10

PHRF SPIN 1

1st Warlock
Tom Dickson
2nd Eagle	Shawn/Jerry
O'Neill
3rd Jahazi
Frank Giampoli
1st Exile
2nd Kinship

CASUAL NON-SPIN
1st

Bloody Mary

CASUAL SPIN
1st

Rogue

Pursuit of Happiness Casual Race 1
(with Jackson Park YC)
AUGUST 30
PHRF SPIN
1st

Sirocco VI

PHRF NON-SPIN
1st Quicksilver
2nd Bloody Mary
3rd Solstice

1st

SPIN PHRF 91+
1st

Tenacity	Peter O'Malley/
Peter Cooper/
Bob Barnowski
2nd Planxty
Dennis Bartley

J/105
1st

Peregrine

1st Tempest		Hank Kalmus
2nd Intention		Bob Garrett
3rd Escorpion Borracho Tony Halawith

Andy Graff
Josh Lutton
Dan Cooley
Steve Valentor

CASRA Social Distancing Series Race 1
JULY 5
T-10

PHRF SPIN 1

1st Inferno
Philip Dowd
2nd Eagle	Shawn/
Jerry O'Neill
3rd Warlock
Tom Dickson

PHRF SPIN 2
1st Exile
2nd Julia
3rd Kinship

CASUAL SPIN

Heartbreaker	Eric Oesterle
Beth Lore

Peregrine

PHRF NON-SPIN
1st

Raptor

(FEMALE SKIPPER)
1st

Edward B. Stein

1st
1st

Incommunicado

Rogue

Megan Stoll

Mike Anderson

PHRF SPIN 2

Delia Urgesi-Gray

Andy Graff
Michael Gillian
Josh Lutton
David Keys
Jeffrey Mills
Steve Valentor

Third Coast Cup
AUGUST 15
T-10

PHRF SPIN 2 AND (FEMALE SKIPPER)
1st

Traitor

CASUAL NON-SPIN

1st

Erica

1st Rogue
2nd Ravn

Taipan

Frank Giampoli
Waldemar Emmerich
Lloyd Karzen

59th Annual Red Flannels Regatta
SEPTEMBER 26-27
LASERS

1st InstaGator
Andrew Aronson
2nd 7512
Brian Kaczor
3rd A horse with no name Giorgio Primiceri

T-10

1st Erica
Brian Kaczor
2nd Meat	Edward Mui,
Craig Roehl
3rd Minister	Blane Boynton,
Cindy Boynton

RHODES 19

1st White
2nd Rhubarb
3rd Chestnut

SONARS

1st White Claw
2nd Dark & Stormy

ETCHELLS

1st Brass Monkey
2nd Julia
3rd Patriot

J/70

1st Empeiria
2nd			
3rd USA167

VANGUARD 15

1st Erica
Brian Kaczor
2nd Meat	Brian Kennalley,
Edward Mui,
Craig Roehl
3rd Proving Run
Andrew Roccasalva

AUGUST 30
PHRF SPIN 1

Archimedes III

Mark Stoll

JAM

1st

1st

Don Waller

Gaucho	Mark & Diane
Bouckaert

DOUBLE-HANDED

(FEMALE SKIPPER)

Vilia Sutkus-Kiela
Dan Cooley
Greg Bohmann

SPIN PHRF 73-90

Pursuit of Happiness Distance Race
(with Jackson Park YC)
1st

1st

JULY 22–SEPTEMBER 2
SPIN PHRF 0-72
Maskwa

1st Jahazi
2nd Erizo de Mar

Bill & Viviana Fanizzo

Beer Can Racing
1st

PHRF SPIN 1

DOUBLE-HANDED

CHICAGO CORINTHIAN YACHT CLUB

1st Erica
Brian Kaczor
2nd Meat	Brian Kennalley,
Edward Mui,
Craig Roehl
3rd LaserSnake
Chris Manick

PHRF SPIN 2

C Y A 2 0 2 0 R A C E R E S U LT S

Brian Kaczor
Steve Valentor
Jamie Downing

1st Runaway Bunny
2nd Fleet Boat 2
3rd Fleet Boat 1

Bob Bernstein
John Durlak
Matt Perley
Robert Hann
Jay Butler
Michael Frerker
Rick Kaiser
William Fox Jr
John Heaton
Matt Woodworth
James Prendergast
John Schellenbach
Justin Walker
Boris Gutman

Herb Kaczmarek Buoy Race
OCTOBER 3
T-10

1st Erica
Brian Kaczor
2nd Retention
Mark Croll
3rd Meat	Edward Mui,
Craig Roehl

J/105

1st Kinship
2nd Esprit d'Ecosse

Josh Lutton
Judith & Ross McLean

Herb Kaczmarek Distance Race
OCTOBER 3
PHRF 2 SPIN

1st Exeter
John Notch
2nd Tejas	Nate Chamberlin/ Vytenis
Karaitis/
Aras Karaitis/
James Herman
3rd Misty
Daniel Floberg

PHRF 1 SPIN

1st Inferno
2nd Liquid Lounge II
3rd Jahazi

Philip Dowd
Jim Caesar
Frank Giampoli

1st

Donald Bush

NON-SPIN

Joint Venture

Wednesday Evening A Series
JULY 8-29
SPIN 7
1st

No Problem

SPIN 6
1st
2nd
3rd
4th

T-10
1st
2nd
3rd
4th

Deutsch

John Vonnegut Memorial Season Winners
1st White
2nd No Worries
3rd RedLine

Bob Bernstein
Stan Knapczyk
Peter Kovats

MISSA Autumn Classic

Verve Cup Offshore Regatta

OCTOBER 12-13, 2019

Proving Run
WILDebeest
Temerity
Erica

Roccasalva
Manick

1st
2nd
3rd
4th

AUGUST 7-9
VERVE CUP TROPHY

Kaczor
Buzil
O'Neill
Kalanik

MISSA Great Lakes Championship
NOVEMBER 9-10, 2019

AUGUST 5-SEPTEMBER 2
JAM 2

Fall Frostbite

Bloody Mary

JAM 1

Runaway

SPIN 7

No Problem

SPIN 6

T-10
1st
2nd
3rd
4th

Ian Fisher
Brett August

1st

St. Ignatius College Prep Wolfpack
New Trier HS Trevian
Evanston Township HS Wildkits
Latin School of Chicago Romans

Fogel
Gorey
Deutsch

Exile
Banter
Archimedes III
Glider 4

Graff
Marden
Hummel/Lore

Erica
Tango
Proving Run
Meat

Kaczor
Kessler
Roccasalva
Kennalley

TURBO

1st Pura Vida
2nd Vayu
3rd Koko Loko 2

1st White
2nd Zephyr
3rd RedLine

Kalanik
Buzil
Kokocinski

Bob Bernstein
Marc Culler
Peter Kovats

Rhodes 19 Championship B Series
AUGUST 9-AUGUST 30
1st White
2nd No Worries
3rd RedLine

Bob Bernstein
Stan Knapczyk
Peter Kovats

Rhodes 19 Evening Series
JULY 8-AUGUST 26
1st White
2nd Sweet
3rd Zephyr

1st Runaway Bunny
2nd Gin Court Jesters
3rd			

SONAR

Rhodes 19 Championship A Series
JULY 26-AUGUST 2

VANGUARD 15

Bob Bernstein
John Walter
Marc Culler

1st White Claw
2nd Mosh Pit
3rd Mr Bob

Erica

J/88

1st Banter
2nd Dutch

J/105

1st The Asylum
2nd Sealark

J/109

1st Full Tilt
2nd Goat Rodeo

Steve Valentor

Brian Kaczor
Ben Marden
John & Jordan Leahey
Jon Weglarz
Clark Pellett
Peter Priede
Robert Evans

T-10

OCTOBER 6-NOVEMBER 10, 2019
LASER
1st ChiefKeef
2nd			
3rd S.S. Minnow

Rogue

Paul Thompson

CHICAGO YACHT CLUB

Wednesday Evening B Series

1st
2nd
3rd
4th

1st Hiwassee
2nd Liberté

CASUAL SPIN

1st Novi High School Varsity
2nd Bay High School Varsity
3rd Minnetonka HS Skippers

1st

Mise En Place

CASUAL NON-SPIN

Marden
White
Schwarzbach
Hummel/Lore

1st Vayu
2nd Eagle
3rd Pura Vida

1st

1st

Banter
Radiance
Phantom
Archimedes III

TURBO

1st

PHRF SPIN 2

Vic Sullivan
Malte Jansen
William Fox Jr
John Schellenbach
David Stix
Mike Considine
Robert Hann
Michael Frerker
Rick Kaiser

1st Erica
Brian Kaczor
2nd Meat	Edward Mui &
Craig Roehl
3rd Retention
Mark Croll

BEN 36.7
1st

Fog

Greg Rasmussen

BEN 40.7
1st

Mojo	Gary Powell/
Scot Ruhlander

ORR

1st Inferno
2nd Eagle
3rd Rowdy

Philip Dowd
Shawn/Jerry O'Neill
Richard Witzel

J/70

Verve Cup Distance Race

1st Empeiria
John Heaton
2nd Bombora	Kevin Foote/Bryan Hayes

AUGUST 8
8 MILE BUOY TROPHY

Red Horse Regatta

ORR

Lucy

JULY 18
RED HORSE REGATTA TROPHY
Feeling Nauti

SONAR

1st Feeling Nauti
2nd All in the Family
3rd Sheep Show

J/70

1st Rip Rullah
2nd Norboy

ETCHELL

1st DixieLi
2nd Firebolt

Eileen O'Neill
Eileen O'Neill
Raymond Groble
Samantha Foulston
Bob Willis
Leif & Laura Sigmond
Fred Joosten
Aaron Housten

CASRA Social Distancing Series Race 3
(with Jackson Park YC)
JULY 18
T-10
1st

M*A*S*H

PHRF SPIN 1

1st Pura Vida
2nd Badge

Ron Kallen
John Kalanik
Daniel Koules

1st Renegade
2nd Dire Wolf
3rd Water Works

PHRF

1st Lucy
2nd Jahazi
3rd Scarlet Begonias

PHRF NON-SPIN
1st

Rogue

Jeremy Alexis
Thomas Papoutsis
Jeffrey (Dewey) Janicek
Rick & Mary Ann Lillie
Jeremy Alexis
Frank Giampoli
Kevin Foote
Steve Valentor

Verve Cup Inshore Regatta
AUGUST 22-23
J/24

1st Rumming On Empty Ryan Lashaway
2nd Full Moon
Andy Camarda
3rd Don't Panic
Austin Graef

J/70

1st American Flyer
2nd Rowdy
3rd Berteau Group

SONAR

1st Providence
2nd Double Trouble
3rd Team Lavish

John Heaton
Richard Witzel
Sarah Renz
Greg Miarecki
Samantha Foulston
Andrew Page

ETCHELL

1st Brass Monkey
2nd Firebolt

COLGATE 26
1st

Riverfolk

CORINTHIAN TEAMS
1st Berteau Group
2nd Rip Rullah

Michael Frerker
Aaron Housten
Aldo Caronia
Sarah Renz
Bob Willis

Chicago Regatta Buoy Race
SEPTEMBER 12
LIPTON CUP

Fred Joosten

SONAR

1st Double Trouble
2nd Providence
3rd Team Lavish

ETCHELL
1st

DixieLi

J/70

1st Empeiria
2nd Aquaholiks

T-10

1st Erica
2nd Meat
3rd **********

1st Exile
2nd Fog
3rd

DixieLi
Samantha Foulston
Greg Miarecki
Andrew Page
Fred Joosten
John Heaton
Martin Johnsson
Brian Kaczor
Edward Mui, Craig Roehl
Chris Manick

1st

Joint Venture

DOUBLE-HANDED
1st

Andy Graff
Greg Rasmussen

Tejas	Nate Chamberlin/ Vytenis
Karaitis/ Aras Karaitis/
James Herman

PHRF NON-SPIN

Flying Pig

PHRF 1

1st Eagle
2nd Maskwa

Donald Bush
Mike Sheppard
Shawn/Jerry O'Neill
Donald Waller

Chicago Regatta Junior Circle Race
SEPTEMBER 12
DOUBLE-HANDED JUNIOR
1st

Double C	Cooper Gerber/
Charlie Gallagher

LASER JUNIOR
1st

Conny

GREEN FLEET JUNIOR
1st Opti
2nd Starboy
3rd No Name

1st

Sirocco VI

J/88

1st Banter
2nd Dutch
3rd Windsong
1st Phantom
2nd Sealark
3rd Kinship

Ben Marden
John & Jordan Leahey
Tim Wade
Peter Schwarzbach
Clark Pellett
Josh Lutton

J/109

1st

Kinship

Josh Lutton

1st Amateur II	Michael & Felicia Platzke
2nd Retention
Mark Croll
3rd Skidmarks
Jamie Sunderland

OFFSHORE SPINNAKER
1st Eagle
2nd Liberté
3rd Inferno

JIB & MAIN

1st Incommunicado
2nd Taipan

Shawn/Jerry O'Neill
Brett August
Philip Dowd
Jeffrey Mills
Lloyd Karzen

Racing Yacht Fleets Season Championships
ETCHELL

1st Liquid Lounge II
Jim Caesar
2nd Courageous	Ray Douglas/
Kris Maybach
3rd Full Tilt
Peter Priede

1st Brass Monkey
Michael Frerker
2nd DixieLi
Fred Joosten
3rd Firebolt	Aaron Housten

BEN 36.7

1st Empeiria
2nd Rip Rullah
3rd Aquaholiks

1st Fog
2nd Free Radical
3rd Erizo de Mar

PHRF

1st Dire Wolf
2nd Heartbreaker
3rd Vayu

Greg Rasmussen
Robert Nelson
Waldemar Emmerich
Jeffrey (Dewey) Janicek
Eric Oesterle
Ron Buzil

Sheldon Clark Distance Race
SEPTEMBER 19
PHRF 2

1st Archimedes III
Joe Hummel
2nd Mise en Place
Paul Thompson
3rd Perspicacity	Adam Collins,
Bob Cohen

PHRF SPIN

1st Eagle
2nd Pura Vida
3rd Heartbreaker

PHRF NON-SPIN
1st

Joint Venture

Shawn/Jerry O'Neill
John Kalanik
Eric Oesterle
Donald Bush

Monroe Skyline Series
JULY 22-SEPTEMBER 30
SEASON SERIES AWARD
Paradigm Shift

PHRF N0N-SPIN
1st De Novo
2nd Hiwassee

T-10

Max Neveux
Jordan Abell
Anthony McGuire

SPIN 2 74-90

Bill & Viviana Fanizzo

J/105
T-10

1st Erica
Brian Kaczor
2nd Meat	Edward Mui,
Craig Roehl
3rd Minister
Blane & Cindy Boynton

Benjamin Wild

Chicago Regatta CASRA Casual Race 3
SEPTEMBER 12
PHRF SPIN

SEPTEMBER 19
T-10

J/105

Chicago Regatta Distance Race
SEPTEMBER 12
PHRF 2

Sheldon Clark Buoy Race

1st
1st

Minister
Serenity

Dave Dickerson
William Metzddorff
Ian Fisher
Blane & Cindy Boynton
Arnold Hirsch

SPIN 1 <73

1st Paradigm Shift
Dave Dickerson
2nd Ob La Di!
Rick Reed
3rd Smee Again	G Miz/Dreher/
Hatfield/Neenan

Belmont Skyline Series
JULY 8-SEPTEMBER 23
J/88
1st Dutch
2nd P.A.J.A.M.A. Party
3rd Exile

John & Jordan Leahey
Alexander Abell
Andy Graff

J/70

John Heaton
Bob Willis
Martin Johnsson

CYC 2020 Offshore Championship
BUOY DIVISION
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th

Eagle
Dutch
Retention
Minister
Sealark

Jerry & Shawn O'Neill
John & Jordan Leahey
Mark Croll
Blane & Cindy Boynton
Clark Pellett

DISTANCE DIVISION
1st

Perspicacity	Adam Collins &
Bob Cohen
2nd Vincitore	Gary Feracota &
Jim Banovitz
3rd Paradigm Shift
Dave Dickerson

COLUMBIA YACHT CLUB

MISSA Shepard Championship – Tier 2
NOVEMBER 9-10, 2019
1st
2nd
3rd
4th

Westerville North High School Varsity
Cranbrook Kingswood Blue
Saint Joseph Academy (OH) Varsity
Olentangy Liberty High School Patriots

CASRA Social Distancing Series Race 4
JULY 25
T-10

1st Kamikaze
2nd Proving Run

PHRF SPIN 1
1st Eagle
2nd Fog
3rd Inferno

PHRF SPIN 2

1st Exeter
2nd Radiance

CASUAL NON-SPIN
1st Truly Madley
2nd Quicksilver

CASUAL SPIN
1st

Rogue

Darren Beck
Andrew Roccasalva
Shawn/Jerry O'Neill
Greg Rasmussen
Philip Dowd
John Notch
Benjamin White
Gareth Reeves
Vilia Sutkus-Kiela
Steve Valentor

Columbia Cup Colors Regatta
AUGUST 1-2
COLUMBIA CUP WINNER

The Asylum
Jon Weglarz
Mojo	Gary Powell &
Scot Ruhlander

T-10

1st Erica
Brian Kaczor
2nd Meat	Brian Kennalley/Edward
Mui/Craig Roehl
3rd Retention
Mark Croll

J/105

1st The Asylum
2nd Sealark
3rd Kinship

J/88

1st Dutch
2nd P.A.J.A.M.A. Party
3rd Julia

Jon Weglarz
Clark Pellett
Josh Lutton
John & Jordan Leahey
Alexander Abell
Michael Gillian

BEN 36.7

1st Program
Earle Atwater
2nd Erizo de Mar	Antoni Czupryna/
Waldemar Emmerich
3rd Painkiller 5
Alice Martin

BEN 40.7
1st

Mojo	Gary Powell/
Scot Ruhlander

PHRF
1st

Momentus	Kevin Saedi/
Raman Yousefi
2nd Eagle
Shawn/Jerry O'Neill
3rd Pura Vida
John Kalanik

Columbia Cup Colors Distance Race
AUGUST 1
COLUMBIA CUP WINNER
Lucy

Jeremy Alexis

PHRF ≥100
1st

Perspicacity	Adam Collins,
Bob Cohen
2nd Exeter
John Notch
3rd Off Duty
Stu Friedman

PHRF 69 ≤ 99
1st

Gaucho	Mark & Diane
Bouckaert
2nd Archimedes III
Joe Hummel
3rd Handsome Pete
David Baker

PHRF -81 ≤ 68

1st Lucy
Jeremy Alexis
2nd Renegade
Thomas Papoutsis
3rd Vincitore	Gary Feracota/
Jim Banovitz

100 Boats on a Beercan
(with Burnham, Chicago Corinthian,
Chicago, & Jackson Park YCs)
AUGUST 6
T-10

1st Minister
2nd Erica
3rd Retention

J/105

1st Glider 4
2nd Peregrine
3rd Phantom

Blane & Cindy Boynton
Brian Kaczor
Mark Croll
Joe Kestler
Mark Stoll
Peter Schwarzbach

BEN 36.7

1st Split Decision
2nd Veni Vidi Veatchi
3rd Fog

Mark & Nick Norris
Jason Veatch
Greg Rasmussen

PHRF 1 - SPIN
1st

Eagle	Shawn/Jerry
O'Neill
2nd Pura Vida
John Kalanik
3rd Momentus	Kevin Saedi/
Raman Yousefi

PHRF 2 - SPIN

1st Ob La Di!
2nd Paradigm Shift
3rd Goat Rodeo

PHRF 3 - SPIN
1st Exile
2nd Dutch
3rd Banter

PHRF 4 - SPIN

1st Off Duty
2nd Maiden Michigan
3rd No Problem

PHRF 1 – NON-SPIN
1st Hiwassee
2nd Venteux
3rd Quicksilver

PHRF 2 – NON-SPIN
1st Tempest
2nd Sea Dancer
3rd Shamrock

MULTIHULL
1st

Caliente

Rick Reed
Dave Dickerson
Robert Evans
Andy Graff
John & Jordan Leahey
Ben Marden
Stu Friedman
Mitch Polgar
Timothy Deutsch
Ian Fisher
Jon Van Norman
Vilia Sutkus-Kiela
Hank Kalmus
Gary Daggett
David Mellinger
Michael Steck

Leukemia Cup JAM
AUGUST 22
CATALINA OWNERS
1st Intention
2nd Junior
3rd Karizmaddie

JIB & MAIN

1st KUTTY’S ARK
2nd Tempest
3rd Hiwassee

AUGUST 22
DOUBLE-HANDED SPIN
1st Flying Pig
2nd Koko Loko 2
3rd Exile

SINGLE-HANDED SPIN
1st

Vivace'

BEN 36.7

1st Sail Monkey
2nd Free Radical
3rd Fog

Mike Sheppard
Tom Kokocinski
Andy Graff
Charlie Mueller
Gary Kochanek
Robert Nelson
Lori Henderson

T-10

1st Kamikaze (feat. Ratty) Darren Beck
2nd Minister
Blane & Cindy Boynton
3rd Meat	Craig Roehl & Edward Mui

PHRF SPIN

1st Phantom
2nd Pura Vida
3rd Archimedes III

Peter Schwarzbach
John Kalanik
Joe Hummel

Leukemia Cup Distance Race
AUGUST 22
PHRF >68

1st Radiance
Benjamin White
2nd Tejas	Nate Chamberlin/Vytenis
Karaitis/Aras Karaitis/
James Herman
3rd Perspicacity
Adam Collins, Bob Cohen

PHRF <68

1st Jahazi
2nd Pandora
3rd Heartbreaker

Frank Giampoli
Hank Graziano
Eric Oesterle

George Morrissey
Hank Kalmus
Ian Fisher

Tri-State Fly-By Distance(d) Race
SEPTEMBER 4-5
PHRF SPIN 1
1st

Momentus	Kevin Saedi/
Raman Yousefi
2nd Eagle	Shawn/Jerry
O'Neill
3rd Dire Wolf
Jeffrey (Dewey) Janicek

PHRF SPIN 2
1st Rambler
2nd Maskwa
3rd Pandora

Team Rambler
Donald Waller
Hank Graziano

PHRF SPIN 3

1st Esprit d'Ecosse
Judith & Ross McLean
2nd Exile
Andy Graff
3rd Tejas	Nate Chamberlin/
Vytenis Karaitis/
Aras Karaitis/
James Herman

PHRF SPIN 4
1st

Leukemia Cup Regatta

Bob Garrett
Michael Jeongco
Patrick Reynolds

Mise en Place

DOUBLE-HANDED
1st Pura Vida
2nd Flying Pig
3rd Gangbusters

SINGLE-HANDED
1st

Sea-U

Paul Thompson
John Kalanik
Mike Sheppard
Mark Gannon
Brian Crabb

3 Crib Fiasco
SEPTEMBER 26
PHRF SPIN <65
1st Eagle
2nd Pura Vida
3rd Jahazi

PHRF SPIN 65 TO 83
1st Scarlet Begonias
2nd Free Radical
3rd Split Decision

PHRF SPIN 84 TO 90
1st Gangbusters
2nd Unknown Lady II
3rd Phantom

PHRF SPIN 91+
1st Radiance
2nd Perspicacity
3rd Amateur II

PHRF NON-SPIN

1st White River
2nd Primo Veliero
3rd Junior

GREEN FLEET SPIN

Shawn/Jerry O'Neill
John Kalanik
Frank Giampoli
Kevin Foote
Robert Nelson
Mark & Nick Norris
Mark Gannon
David Ward
Peter Schwarzbach
Benjamin White
Adam Collins, Bob Cohen
Michael & Felicia Platzke
Gary Daggett
Dena Milligan
Michael Jeongco

1st Boat Grant-Regulators
Erica Trejo
2nd Off Duty
Stu Friedman
3rd Bliss
Ruth Pecherek

GREEN FLEET JAM
1st Rat Race
2nd Flerken
3rd Bloody Mary

Bradley Horn
Peter McLiverty
Dan Cooley

Chicago Beer Can Series
JULY 22–SEPTEMBER 2
TURBO PHRF <0
1st

Vincitore	Gary Feracota/
Jim Banovitz

SPIN PHRF 0-72
1st

Momentus	Kevin Saedi/
Raman Yousefi
2nd Renegade
Thomas Papoutsis
3rd Alpha Puppy
Rick Stage

SPIN PHRF 73-90

1st Veni Vidi Veatchi
Jason Veatch
2nd Tejas	Nate Chamberlin/Vytenis
Karaitis/Aras Karaitis/
James Herman
3rd Handsome Pete
David Baker
SPIN PHRF >90
1st Whisper
Thomas Barnes
2nd Tenacity
Peter Cooper
3rd Planxty
Dennis Bartley

T-10

1st Minister
2nd Thunderbolt

J/105
1st

Peregrine

JAM

1st Tempest
2nd Shamrock
3rd White River

GREEN DIVISION - JAM
1st

Truly Madley

Blane & Cindy Boynton
Steve Karstrand
Mark Stoll
Hank Kalmus
David Mellinger
Gary Daggett
Gareth Reeves

Wednesday Beer Can Series

Long Distance Series

JULY 22-SEPTEMBER 16
SPINNAKER

JULY 18-SEPTEMBER 12
JAM

1st Andale
2nd Headroom
3rd Zella

JAM

1st Gem
2nd Avatar
3rd Unknown Lady II

Andale

JUNE 28
JAM

1st Tempest
2nd Starship
3rd Touring Machine
1st

Tenacity	Peter O'Malley/
Bob Barnowski/
Peter Cooper
2nd Serenity
Arnold Hirsch
3rd Gaucho	Diane & Mark
Bouckaert
1st Touring Machine
2nd Planxty
3rd Exeter

MULTIHULL
1st

Caliente

Mike Steck

JACKSON PARK YACHT CLUB

1st Mise En Place
2nd Zella
3rd Edward B Stein

JAM

1st Icarus
2nd Star of the Sea
3rd 7th Heaven

Paul Thompson
Luke & Laura Wolbrink
Brian Wiles
Stan Gratt
Isaac & Eva Stanley
Chas Szymanski

Rainbow Regatta
SEPTEMBER 7
FIRST TO FINISH
Koko Loko 2

CRUISING
1st

Bloody Mary

PHRF SPIN

1st Pommes Frites
2nd Koko Loko 2
3rd Mise en Place

50

1st Tempest
2nd Starship
3rd Touring Machine

Todd Gayley
Dennis Bartley
John Notch

Hank Kalmus
Keith Mohill
Todd Gayley

Tenacity	Peter O'Malley/
Bob Barnowski/
Peter Cooper
2nd Serenity
Arnold Hirsch
3rd Gaucho
Diane & Mark Bouckaert
1st Touring Machine
2nd Planxty
3rd Exeter

Todd Gayley
Dennis Bartley
John Notch

Beer Can Series
JULY 15-SEPTEMBER 9
JAM
1st Tempest
2nd Intention

Dan Cooley
Michael Evans
Tomasz Kokocinski
Paul Thompson

Hank Kalmus
Bob Garrett

2020 yachting in chicago

1st Handsome Pete
David Baker
2nd Tenacity	Peter O'Malley/
Bob Barnowski/
Peter Cooper
3rd Whisper
Janet & Tom Barnes
4th Gaucho	Diane & Mark
Bouckaert

SPIN 6
1st

Planxty

1st

Tenacity	Peter O'Malley/
Bob Barnowski/
Peter Cooper
2nd Handsome Pete
David Baker
3rd Flying Spaghetti
Mitch Weisman
4th Esprit d'Ecosse
Judith & Ross McLean

Competition Series
JULY 26-AUGUST 30
JAM

Hank Kalmus
Keith Mohill
Ralph Krauss

SPIN 4
1st

Tenacity	Peter O'Malley/
Bob Barnowski/
Peter Cooper
2nd Gaucho
Diane & Mark Bouckaert
3rd Whisper
Janet & Tom Barnes

SPIN 6
1st

Planxty

Dennis Bartley

Dominick Marano/Skyway Yacht Works
Regatta
AUGUST 2
JAM
1st

Tempest

Hank Kalmus

Tenacity	Peter O'Malley/
Bob Barnowski/
Peter Cooper

Double-handed Challenge
AUGUST 22
JAM

1st Tempest
2nd Starship
3rd Touring Machine

Dennis Bartley

Hank Kalmus
Keith Mohill
Todd Gayley

SPIN 4
1st

Tenacity	Peter O'Malley/
Bob Barnowski/
Peter Cooper
2nd Serenity
Arnold Hirsch
3rd Gaucho	Diane & Mark
Bouckaert

SPIN 6

SPIN 3/4/5
Tomasz Kokocinski

SPIN

1st

SPIN 4

SPIN 6

Ralph Krauss
Todd Gayley

SPIN 4

1st

Raske/Gratt Memorial
JULY 26
SPINNAKER

Hank Kalmus
Keith Mohill
Todd Gayley

SPIN 4

SPIN 6

1st Yukon
2nd Touring Machine

1st Tempest
2nd Starship
3rd Yukon

MORF Opener

JULY 5-19
JAM

Brian Mond

Richard Baumann

MIDWEST OPEN RACING FLEET

Exhibition Series

TinoTime

Jim Lett
Lee Goss
David Ward

JPYC Overall Boat of the Year

GREEN DIVISION - SPIN
1st

Richard Baumann
Boyd Jarrell
Luke Wolbrink

1st Touring Machine
2nd Planxty
3rd Exeter

Todd Gayley
Dennis Bartley
John Notch

Crowley's Sprints
AUGUST 30
JAM

1st Yukon
2nd Touring Machine

Ralph Krauss
Todd Gayley

SPIN 4

1st Whisper
Janet & Tom Barnes
2nd Gaucho	Diane & Mark
Bouckaert
3rd Tenacity 	Peter O'Malley/
Bob Barnowski/
Peter Cooper

SPIN 6
1st

Tide the Knot

Connie & Bob Metzen

Skyway Yacht Works MORF Open
SEPTEMBER 13
JAM

1st Tempest
2nd Unknown Lady II

Hank Kalmus
David Ward

SPIN 4
1st

Gaucho	Diane & Mark
Bouckaert
2nd Handsome Pete
David Baker
3rd Esprit d' Écosse
Judith & Ross McLean

SPIN 6
1st

Andale

Richard Baumann

Commodore’s Cup
SEPTEMBER 19
JAM
1st Tempest
2nd Intention
3rd Starship

SPIN

1st Esprit d' Écosse
2nd Planxty
3rd Tenacity

Hank Kalmus
Bob Garrett
Keith Mohill
Judith & Ross McLean
Dennis Bartley
Peter O'Malley/
Bob Barnowski/
Peter Cooper

CYC Fall Beer Can Series
SEPTEMBER 16-30
JAM

1st Escorpion Borracho Tony Halawith
2nd De Novo
William Metzddorff
3rd Bloody Mary
Dan Cooley

SPIN 1

1st Caliente 2
2nd Momentus
3rd Maskwa

Mike Steck
Saedi/Yousefi
Don Waller

SPIN 2
1st

Tejas	Nate Chamberlin/ Vytenis
Karaitis/
Aras Karaitis/
James Herman
2nd Fog
Greg Rasmussen
3rd Free Radical
Bob Nelson

SPIN 3
1st

No Reverse

1st

Tenacity	Peter O'Malley/
Bob Barnowski/
Peter Cooper

R Horenkamp

Jim Callahan Memorial
Tempest

Hank Kalmus

MORF Boat of the Year
JAM
SPIN

Tempest

Hank Kalmus

Gaucho	Diane & Mark
Bouckaert

past commodores
1959-60 Marshall Kissell, ColYC
1961
Howard Black, JPYC
1962
Roy E. Eldridge, DYC
1693-64 Lionel J Berc, BPYC
1965
Harold Jennings, JPYC
1966
George K. Dohlin, BPYC
1967
Raoul M. Allessee, BPYC
1968
John C. Cutler, CCYC
1969
Frank Eskuchen, DYC
1970-71 Edward B. Stein, ColYC
1972
Richard J. Cummins, SSYC
1973
Thomas Jordan, BPYC
1974
Sidney Waller, DYC
1975
Lewis Davidson, BPYC
1976
Don Denizman, BYC
1977
Howard L. Beers, ColYC
1978
John O. Duncan, JPYC
1979
William R. Rossburger, CCYC
1980
Phillip C. Meltzer, BYC
1981
Raymond Grana, SSYC
1982
Gerald W. Miarecki, JPYC
1983
George M. Morrissey,ColYC
1984
Selwyn Mather,CCYC
1985
Robert W. Johnson,BPYC
1986
Joseph C. Penar,DYC
1987-88 Raymond H. Andressen,JPYC
1989
John B. Mack,BYC
1990
John C. Palmer, Jr.,CCYC
1991
Ray J. Wagner,SSYC
1992
Theodore E. Dawson, Jr., BYC
1993
William W. Parks, CYC
1994
Ray Cohen, DYC
1995
Jerry Metzger, BPYC
1996
Gerald H. Thomas, ColYC
1997
Robert Zimny, SSYC
1998
George T. Lisner, CCYC
1999-00 Robert P. Edidin, BYC
2001
Fred W. Poppe, BPYC
2002-03 Don Hermanson, CCYC
2004-05 Betty Lerner, BYC
2006-07 Don A. Koster, CalYC
2008
Anthony J. Cimino, BPYC
2009
James H. Wright, ColYC
2010-11 Richard F. Lauric, BPYC
2012-13 Scott S. Baumgartner, BYC
2014
Walter (Gibby) Vartan, CYC
2015
Capt.Walter(Sonny)Vartan,CYC
2016-17 Kazimierz “Casey” Chlebek

yachtsperson of the year
1960
Bill Whalen, PYC
1961
George Harvey, COLYC
1962
Ted Dunlap, COLYC
1965
Martin H. Roefer
1966	Weldon P. Cody, CYC
Marty Friedman, CCYC
Abe Jacobs, BPYC
Barry Oller, COLYC
Adrien Walker, JPYC
1969
Raoul M. Allesee, BPYC
Joseph D. Day, Illinois Boating Council
Marshall Kissel, COLYC
1981
Harry “Bus” Yourell
1984
John C. Cutler, CCYC
1985
Eugene M. Kinney, CYC
1986
Chester Kuttner, COLYC
1987
Dick Jennings, CYC
1988
William R. Rossberger, CCYC
1989
Edward B. Stein, ColYC
1991
Raoul M. Allesee, BPYC
1992
Bill Pinkney, BYC
1993
Sumner N. Sollitt, CYC
1994
William W. Parks, CYC
1995
Robert E. Murphy, CPS
1996
RADM Randy K. Preschel, USCG RET
1998
Shawn Mullane
1999
Jerry E. Metzger, BPYC
2000
Robert P. Edidin, BYC
2001
Grant Crowley, CYC
2002
Fred W. Poppe, BPYC
2003
Peter Goldman, JGASF
2004
Don Glasell, CYC
2005
Deane Tank, Sr., CYC
2006
George Morrissey, COLYC
2007
Tom W. Neill, COL YC
2008
Don A. Koster, CAL YC
2009	Gene McCarthy, CYC, JPYC
Bill Templeman, CYC
2010	Don Draper, COLYC
Dave Truitt, JPYC
2011	Randall Schmidt, DYC
Jack Lyle, JPYC
2012	Peter E. Pallis, USCG AUX
Gerald Miarecki, CYC
2013
Jane McMillan, BYC
Lloyd Karzen, CYC
2014
Gregory Miarecki, CYC
2015
Gary Feracota, CYC
2016
Don Wilson, CYC
2017
Walter “Gibby” Vartan, CYC
2018
Scott S. Baumgartner, BYC
2019
Capt. Toby Lindo

